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Before the Right Honourable the 


| ORD MAYOR 


OF THE 


City of London, 


And at the 


zes holden for the Coun- 
t ot ES$E 45-1: 


Leung forth the Sub- ' Intereſt, and our kgs 
jects Duty to the | Conſtitution in 
Higher Powers. Church and State. 


. Enforcing a ſincere III. Recommending 
Zeal for the Proteſtant 8 Peace and Loyalty. 


R. & KER R ET, D. D. Rector of St. Peter the 1 /« 
Poor, London, Vicar of Greenwich in Kent, and 
Chaplain to the Right Honourablc the Earl of 


Grantham. 


T be Third Edition. 


Fo 
LOND ON: 


ated for E. * in Cornbill, and J. Peele at Locke 3 
Head in Amen- Corner. 


Pzrrs Mayor, 


Maris ſeptimo die Tebruarii, Mpccxv| 
Annoque Regni Regis GEORGI| 
Maguæ Britanniæ, &c. Secund), 


; Rdered that the Thanks of thi 

Court be given to the Rere 
rend Dr. Skerret for his Sermon preach 
ed before the Lord Mayor, Alderme 
and Citizens of this City, at the Ct 
thedral Church of Sr. Paul, on th 
Thirtieth of Januar) laſt, being thi 
Day of the Martyrdom of King Harl 


and that he be deſir'd to Print the ſame 
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TO TRE 


READER: 
E that goeth about to perſuade a Multi- 
| Zitude, that they are not jo well govern- 
ed as they ought to be, ſhall never want attentive 
and favourable Hearers; becauſe they know the 
manifold Defects whereunta every Kind of Regi- 
ment is ſubject: But the ſecret Lets and Dijfi- 
culties, which in Public Proceedings are innu- 
merable and inevitable, they have not ordinarily 
the Tudgment to confider. And becauſe ſuch as 
openly reprove ſuppoſed Diſorders of State, are 
taken for principal Friends to the common Bene- 
fit of all, and for Men that carry ſingular Free- 
dom of Mind; under this fair and plauſible Co- 
bur, whatſoever they utter paſſeth for good and 
current: And that which wanteth in the Weight 
of their Speech, is ſupplied by the Aptneſs of 
Men's Minds to accept and believe it. Whereas 
| Wl 


FRETACE. 
on the other Side, if we maintain Things that ar 
eftabliſhed ; we have not only to ſtrive with a 
Number of heavy Prejudices deeply rooted in the 
Hearts of Men, who think that herein we ſerve 
the Time, and ſpeak in Favour of the pre- 
ſent State, becauſe thereby we either bold or ſeck 
Preferment; but alſo to bear ſuch Exceptions a; 
Minds ſo averted beforehand, uſually take againſ 
that which they are hath ſhould be poured int 
them, ES 
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— — 
2 


Hooker's Eccleſiaſtical Polity, p. i. 
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PREACHED the 


[Thirtieth of January, 171 5. . 
BEFO RE THE 


hd. tt. 


Romans XIII. YerFr. 


Ft every Soul be ſubject to the High- 
er Powers; * there is no Power 


but of God. 


HE Deſign of this Anniverſary So- 
lemnity is, to give us an Opportuni- 
ty, Once every Year, to declare our 


gave 


) orrence of that Deteſiable Fact which 
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2 A Sermon Preach'd before 


| 1 
gave Occaſion for it; and to learn due $4, ſins 
miſſion and Obedience to the Government ye incl 
live under: The Rubrich of our Church hy. 7 
ing expreſly directed, that whether the Mi de. 
niſter officiating ſhall read a Homily, or WM: ic 
Sermon be preach'd, it ſhall explain and en. 
force St. Paul's Argument in my Text. 1 7 
Firſt Part of this Deſign we have alreadM whi, 
comply'd with, by joining in the Publ 75 be 
Prayers appointed for this Morning Servicicre 
and the Other, I hope, will be in ſome Me wich 
ſure anſwer'd, if you ſeriouſly attend ro nM The 
following Diſc our ſe upon the Words befay tion, 
Us. Which are part of that Epiſtle writ i Natu 
deed by the Apoſ//e to the Chriſtians Nover 
Rome, but intended for the perpetual Uſen have 
Direction of every Succeeding Age; with ever) 
Reſpect to any particular Order, or Ex form 
tion to any Degree, or Quality of Men why th, 
ſoever. For the better Improvement of wii ſonab 
to our Own Benefit aud Inſtruction, it i this. 
be proper for me to treat upon them in ii ver 
plain and eaſie Method. tions, 

„ After? 


Firſt, I ſhall conſider what We ougiti 
underſtand by the Higher Powers, to wil 
the Apoſtle here requires every Sou! !0 
fſubjett. „„ 
Secondly, I ſhall enquire into the Nat 
of that Subjectiou, which every Soul 1s! 
liged to pay to theſe Higher Powers. 


Thin 


the LORD MAYOR. 3 


Thirdly, 1 thall lay before you the Rea. 
Sul ens, for which every Soul is obliged to pay 


it well uch a Section. 
har Fourthly, I hall bring theſe general Con- 
e Mi ſderations home to Our ſelves, and the par- 

or ¶ ticular Occaſion of Thi Day's Solemnity. 
d en 

The Firſt then. By the Higher Powers, to 
read which the 4po/tle here requires every Sout 
1011 io be ſubjeft, we ought to underſtand the do- 

viel vereign Authority of every Nation; together 

Meß with the Subordinate Magiſtrates appointed {FN 
to 08 Thereby. And becauſe This, in every Na- 1 

1 M6 5 yg 

befuſ tion, muſt neceſſarily differ, according to the 1 
rit i Nature and different Laws of the Conſtitutiun 
ns over which it preſides: We muſt therefore . 
ſeuß have Recourſe to the Nature and Laws of he | 
ithog every Government, in order to be rightly in- ib: 
Exc formed what Hands the Sovereign Authori- 

wi thereof is lodged in. For, we cannot rea- 


wh {onably believe that St. Paul intended, by 


it this Epiſtle, to recommend the Roman Go. 
in 08 verument for a Pattern to all ſuch Conſtitu- od 
tions, as were either Then in Being, or ſhould 10 
aAfterwards be Eſtabliſhed. And conſequent- 1 
gb y, the Remembrance of what the Higher P. 0 ' bl. 
) wil ers were in His Time, will be no manner of » 2408 
Help or Direction to Us, in our preſent Eu- 
quiry, to whom the Subjection of any other 
Nai Nation is Legally due. 1 #38 
1 1 The Chriſtian Religion never undertook 5 


to model States or Kingdoms; nor, have the 


Doctrines of the Goſpel ſer up any abſolute, 
U EL or 


Thin 


4 A Setmon Preach'd before 
or i Standard of Government : But have 
allow'd every Nation to conſult their Own 


Benefit and Happineſs, by ſuch wholeſome 
Laws, as{hould be thought moſt neceſſary and 


_ conducive to their Public Good. Accord 
ingly, the Apoſtle, in my Text, requires e. 


very Soul to be ſubjett to the Higher Pow. 
ers; but he does not ſay V here theſe Powers 
ought to be placed; whether in One, or in 
Many Hands: Wiſely leaving every Commu- 
unity to continue, if it pleas'd, upon the ſame 
Foot which it ſtood before; and commanding 
Subjection and Fidelity to the Powers that 
are, without preſcribing what Sort of Pom. 
ers ſhall be, in any Government. 

From the reſpective Conſtitution then 
which Men liveunder, muſt they learn where 


the Higher Powers are lodg'd to which they 


_ ought to be ſubject And, if any Dzfficulty 
ſhould ſtill remain concerning the Point 
in Queſtiou, let St. Peter, who beſt under- 
ſtood St. Paul's Meaning in this Precept, 
determine the Caſe; when directing the Pro- 
telytes at Rome, and in Them all Chriſtians 


in general, to ſlibmit themſelves to euery Or. 


dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake ; whether 
it be to the King as Supreme, or unto Gover- 
nors as ſent by Him (a). Which leads me 
to enquire under my 16 
Second Head into the Nature of that 
Subjefion, which every Soul is obliged to 


(4) 1 Pex. 2. 13, 14. 


pay 


we 


N 


the LORD MAYOR. 5 


pay to theſe Higher Powers, This may be 
underſtood, in a great Meaſure, from the 


Seventh Verſe of this Chapter; where the 
Apoſtle, by way of Inference from what went 


| before, exhorts theſe Roman Converts toren- 
| der unto All their Dues: Tribute to whom 
Tribute is due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, Fear 
| to whom Fear, Honour to whom Honour. 
| Plainly intimating thereby, that they ought 


Willingly to pay their Governours thoſe Tax- 
es, which ſhould be Lawfully demanded for 


| the Public Service, the better to enable 
them to ſupport the Honour and Dignity of 

the Crown, ſupply the Neceſſities of the Ci- 
vi Government, and protect both Ir, and 
Themſelves, from Forezgn Invaſions or In- 
teſiine Wars: That they ought to look upon 
| theſe Higher Powers, as God's Vicegerents 
| upon Earth, and Miniſters appointed to that 


Office, for the Common Good and Happ:- 


eſs of the People under them: And in Con- 
lequence thereof, to ſpeak and think Reſpect- 
fully of their Per/ons, and ſhew the utmoſt 


Candour in judging of their Counſels and Ad- 


Viniſtration; always conſidering, at what a 


Diſtance all Subjects ſtand from the Springs 
of Government, and how Eaſily therefore 
they may be impos'd upon, by the Slight 
and cunning Craftineſs of Men, who lie in 
wait to deceive the Ignorant and Unwary, 
with falſe Repreſentations both of Per/0ns 
and Things: That they ought likewiſe to uſe 
great Diligence, in their reſpeCtiye Stations, 

— 'B — 88 
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6 A, Sermon Preach'd before 
to remove thoſe groundleſs Fears, which 
Manifeſtly tend to make the Government un- 
eaſic; and aſſiſt, according to their Power, 
All ſuch as bear any Authority or Office, in 
bringing to condign Puniſhment all thoſe 
Workers of Iniquity, who attempt to turn 
Religion :nto Rebellion, or Faith iuto Fatli. 
on: And laſtly, that they ought to yield a 
ſincere and ready Obedience, to the zu? Com. 
manas of their Juperiors; in all things en- 

deayouring to procure their Joverezgn the 
Hearts and Aﬀections of his People; andne- 
ver ſuffering Their Eyes to become evil to- 
wards their Prince, becauſe His does not ap- 
pear to be Equally good towards All, who may 
think Themſelves qualify'd for a Share in his 
favour, and a Place of Confidence in the State. 
Such is that reaſonable $ubjefion to the 
Higher Powersrecommended, by St. Paul, in 
the Paſſage before -mention'd. But, becauſe 
the Nature of the Subje7's Duty muſt neceſ. 
ſarily vary, according to the Difference of 
Authority lodg'din theſe Higher Powers; and, 
this Difference of Authority muſt be regulated bij 
by the Nature of that Conſtitution which Per: 
ſons live under: The Standing Laws thereto! 
of Each Country are the zu/?, and adequat, 
Rule of Mens Fidelity and d ubjection. For 
that Submiſſion and Obedience, which On 
Form of Government may Lawfully require 
the Subjects of Another may, with good Re- 
ſon, be wholy diſcharged from. 

In the Roman Empire, where the Wille 


the Prince was receiv'd, as the proper 1 


8 ” if 7m 


the LORD MAYOR. 7 
ſure of Subjection, the Primitive Chriſtians, 
doubtleſs, thought themſelves obliged to be 
ſubject and obedient, without Reſerve, But 
where the Legiſlative, and the Executive 
Power are not both exercis'd by the ſame Per- 
jon, as they were, in the Days of the Apoſile, 
when this Epiſile was written, but Men are 
overn'd by the known Cuſtoms and Laws of 
a limited Eſtabliſhment; they ſtand eblig'd 
to be ſubject and obedient, in ſuch Ca/es and 
Meaſure Only, as theſe Laws and Cuſtoms, 
or their Governors purſuant to Theſe, ſhall 
require them. The Arbitrary Will of the 
Sovereign, in ſuch a Happy Effabliſhment, 
is no more than a dead Letter, either, for 
making a New Law, repealing an Old One, 
or, directing a Doubtful Paſſage of any Sta- 
tute to bind the Subject, or, exerciſing any 
Other Publick Acts of Authority contrary to 
the Eſtabliſhment. ; 
What tho' the Higher Powers, to which 
St. Paul here directs every Soul to be ſubect, 
were bad Magiſtrates and wicked Men, and 
acted, in all Caſes, with a Lawleſs and Ar- 
bitrary. Sway: Ought this Conſideration to 
enforce Obedience and Submiſſion, to the like 
Arbitrary Commands of other Governors, in 
an Ariſtocracy, or aCommon-Wealth, or any 
other particular Conſtitution; (or, influence 
Thoſe who lived under any One of theſe Re- 
gulated Governments,) to compliment their 
Sovereign with their Civil Rights and Liber- 
lies, on purpoſe to conform more Exactly to 
Eh al 


i. | | 
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reſiſt the Powers thus conſtituted, be their 
Commands never ſo *Unrea/onable,. ſhall re- 


8 A Sermon Preachd before 


this Precept in the Text? This would derive Wh: 


a laſting Reflection upon St. Paul's Faithful- ! 


neſs and Truth indeed, to believe that he in- pre 


tended to bring Mankind into a State of Va/: 


ſalage, when he himſelf ſo well underſtood the Wa 
Tnchimable Privilege of being Freeborn. And, Wir: 
as ajudicious Author, of our Own Church, ve Er. 
ry juſtly Obſerves (5); It would beaſort Her 
« of Blaſphemy againſt the CHhriſtian Religi- e. 
<« 07, to ſay the Subjects of Other rates and 
« Kingdoms were Free by the Laws of their 
« Country ; but, by their Converſion to Chri- 
«© ſfzanity, became immediately Slaves to the Mie 


„ill and Pleaſure of their ſeveral Princes, Hubi. 


in the /ame Degree that the People of 2 


& Rome were Slaves to Nero. 


All Governments, we are told, are built 2 
on Ore and the Same Authority, and differ Ne: 
Only in the particular Forms and Admiuiſtra- ell. 


ion of this Authority. If the Subjects there- . 


fore of any Limited Conſtitution will con- Hm 
ſent to change This into an Abſolute Govern- Wl 7% 
ment, and Thereby ſuffer their Hands to be uli 
ty'd at the Hill and Pleaſure of the Prince: WM £ 
This Precept in the Text will, doubtleſs, do, 
bind their Conſciences as ſtrictly, as their 
Hands are ty d by the Will and Pleaſure of 
the Prince; and declare that whoſoever ſhall 


ceive to himſelf Damnation, as the juſt Re- 


— 
* 


CF} In his V indication of the 13th: to the Romans, from 
the abutive Senſe put upon it, Pag. 10. | 
ward 


the LORD MAYOR. 9 


ard of his Diſobedieuce. But, it would be 
Fallacious Way of arguing, to charge this 
Yrecept, ſent to the Subjects of Nome, with 
I thoſe Mz/erzes, which Men, in Other 
parte of the World, have ſuffered, under the 
{rbitrary Proceedings of Princes, miſled b. 
Eri Counſellors, contrary to the Eſtabliſh- 
vent, by reſolving all theſe Sufferings into 
he Nature of that q ubyection here enjoin'd to 
he Higher Powers ; when 'tis ſufficiently 
lun, to every *Unprejudiced and Conſider- 
17 Perſon, that St. Paul cannot be thought 
require, from any People or Nation, More 
ubjection and Obedience to theſe Higher 
ers, than what the Laws and Conſtitu- 
n of every Government may juſtly call 
r. From Theſe therefore, we muſt learn 
e true Nature of the Subjects Duty, as 
ell as the uſt Meaſure of the Governor's 
wer. I proceed now to lay before you, un- 
er 5 

Third Head, the Reaſons for whichyery 
ul is obliged to pay ſuch a ſubjection to 
e Higher Powers. Which Iſhall endeavour 


„ do, by putting you in mind Whence their 
ir Nhority is derived; what conſiderable Be- 
of % Government brings, and ſecures to o- 
ill , and how great the Danger is of refuſ- 
ir to pay Subjection where 'tis Legally due. 
e- Vir ſt then, By putting you in mind Whence 
c- Higher Powers derive their Authority; 
8 dich the Apoſtle tells us, in the latter Clauſe 
O 


my Text, is from Above: For there is ng 
Power 


10 A Sermon Preachd before 


Power, ſays he, but of God. By which Pal 
ſage, no doubt, he intended to inſtruct Men, Me 
thar Government, of Or Kind, by its O. 
riginal Inſtitution, is the Ordinance of Cod; 
and, that 'tis his Divine Will, that Song 
ſhould bear Rule in the World, and Other, 
live in Subjection. Man was form'd by N 
ture for a Sociable Life, and made capableo 
doing and receiving much Good in his Ger: 
ration, by entering into Soczety with the re 
of his Fellow-Creatures, under ſuch particy 
lar Rules and Inſtitutions, as ſhould be though 
moſt conducive to their Common Happine 
But, had there been no juſt Authority an 
Diſtiuction eſtabliſh'd in the Wrld; nos 
 perwrstoprelerve and execute theſe Rulesan 
Inſtitutions: Society would ſoon have b. 
come a Jnare, inſtead of a Common Habb 
neſs. Becauſe, no Man's Property woul 
have been Safe, or his Life Secure, where 
very one had the Liberty of doing what ſee 
ed Mht in his Own Eyes, without Hoy 
of Reward, or Fear of Puniſhment. 6 
therefore, who is the Fountain of Order, a 
the Gzver of all Earthly Bleſſings to Men; 
the Intent they might eat the Fruit of thi 
Labours, every one under his OwnV me 4 
Fig tree; hath wiſely taken Care to p. 
Men in different Statzons and Capacities, i 
he ſaw beſt and moſt expedient for the gene 
Good of the Community: Which ſeems 


„he LORD MAYOR. it 


e the true Senſe of Solomon's Words: By me 
Kings reign, and Princes decree Juſtice (c), 
Not that the Supreme Magiſtrate in every 
ountry is, or ought to be, Always of Di- 
ine Appointment. He was not ſo, even, in 
dea it ſelf; and much leſs in Other Places, 
rhere the Governing Powers have been, and 
ill continue Different one from another. 
ll that St. Paul can be reaſonably thought 
o affirm in this Matter is, that the Govern- 
went or Authority which the Higher Pow- 
15 of any Nation exerciſe was appointed 
Go p, to prevent all manner of Vio- 
ence, Confuſion, and every other Evil 
Vork amongſt Men: But, under F ho/e Care 
nd Adminiſtration this Government ſhall be 
Jucceſtively carry'd on, he hath left Entirely 
0 the Choice and Determination of Humane 
Viſdom. In this Senſe St. Peter acknow- 
ages all Governors to be ſent by God, at the 
ame time that he Expreſly ſtyles Thele the 
Vrdinance of Man; and inſtead ofcontradict- 
5 adds conſiderably to the Force of St. 
Paul's Argument, by requiring All Men to 
ect themſelves to the Powers in being, 
vr the Lord's Sake (d). But, 


"al Secondly, Another Reaſon enforcing all due 
es, ubjection to the . eee is, the con- 
ee erable Benefits which Government brings 
eins ud ſecures to Society: For Rulers, ſays tl.e 


poſtle, (e), are the Miniſters of God to 


— ——.— —j 


% Prov. 8. 15. (4) t Pet. 2, 13, 14 (e) Rom. 
13. 4 | | | 
Man- 


intruſted, that every Nation owes all the En. 


of Vice, Prophaneſs, and Immorality. By 


not the Sword in vain, but are Revengers ti 


7 e 5 5 A „ ” 5 = x 7 22 19 


thou therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, not be afraid 


Inſtitution and Exerciſe of Government : For 


| God, is only That of doing good: For no U 


and holy in all his Works g. And accord 
ing, by the Mouth of David King of 1/74t! | 


(f) Rom. 13. 2. | (2) Plat, 145.17. (+4) 2 


i2 A, Sermon Preach'd before 


Mankind for Good. Tis to the regular Dif. 
charge of the Authority with which Theſe are 


couragements to Vertue, and the Suppreſſion 


This their Civil Liberties are protected, their 
Poſſeſſions ſecured, and Equity and good Oy. 
der preſerved againſt the Craft and Violence 
of Faithleſs Men; whom nothing can reſtrain 
but the Power of the Sword, and the ſteady 
Execution of Juſtice upon all Avz/-Doers. 
Hence tis ſaid of Rulers, (/ that they bey 


execute Wrath upouThem that do Evil. Wilt 


of the Power? Do that which is good, lead 
a quiet and peaceable Life, and Hou ſhalt have 
Praiſe of the ſame ; and may ſt reaſonably ex. 
ped very Beneficial Conſequences from the 


as he proceeds to Are Nulers are not a Tei 
ror to good Works but to the Evil. 
The Power, which Theſe derive fron 


ther can belong unto God; who, as tit 
Pſalmiſt argues, is Righteous in all his IV ays 


ingly, we find the Spirit of the Lord declu 
chat He, who. ruleth over Men muſt be ji 
ruling in the Fear of God H. It was un 


—— — 


. 


le 
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der the Notion that God had ſer King Solomon 
upon the Throne 70 wr rote Juſtice, 
that the Queen of SHeba fell into that Extacy 
of Admiration, when She beheld the State 
and Magnificence of his Court. Happy are 
thy Men, and happy are theſe thy Servants 
tho ſtand continually before thee, to hear thy 
;/dom, and to behold the Goodneſs of God 
o his People Iſrael, in making Thee King 
wer them, to do Fudgment and Juſtice (1). 
And who, that conſiders Ru/ers under this 
greeable View of 1 ſent by God, for 
the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and the 
Praiſe of them that do Well, but will eaſily 
ee what an Excellent and Uſeful Ordinance 
They are. For, being thus appointed in God's. 
ſtead, as his Vicegerents upon Earth, to act, 
n all Reſpects, as He Himſelf would do: If 
hey anſwer the Eud and Deſign of the Com- 
niſſion they are inveſted with, they muſt ne- 
eſſarily become the happy Iaſtrument of 
uch Good to Mankind; and great Benefits 
ill be procured, by their Providence, tothe 
eople that live under them: Who ought to 
cept theſe Diſpenſations, Always and in All 
aces, with the utmoſt Gratitude; and learn 
hereby to Reverence and Submit to their juſt 
„„ 3 
Once more. All Men ſtand obliged to 
mmply with the Precept in the Text, upon 
e Score of the Danger to which they expoſe 


da ' a cs - 4 
2 3 a. ae Ale ens nant } 2 K. nn * * 7 
o 


Pr 


1) 2. Chron. 9. 7, 8. 
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themſelves, by refuſing to pay Subjeion, 
where tis Legally due: For they who Reſif, 
fays the den ſhall receive to themſelves 
Damnation (. The Original Word, which 
we tranſlate by Damnation, admits here, as 
well as in other Places of Scripture where'tis 
uſed, of a double Acceptation ; and ſignifies, 
not only that Eternal Miſery, which ſhall 
be the Portion ofthe Wicked in Another Life, 
but likewiſe thoſe Temporal Puniſhments, 
which ſhall be inflicted upon the Seditious 
and Diſobedient in Thzs, The Latter Accep- 
tation of the Word, doubtleſs, was F:r/ in 
the Apoſtle's Thoughts, to prevent the Chr:- 
ſtian Proſelytes at Rome incurring thoſe Pre. 
ſent Inconveniences, which they might O. 
therwiſe ſuffer, by neglecting to obey the 
Governing Powers: As appears from the 
Force and Connexion of St. Paul's Argu- 
ment in this Chapter; They who Reſiſt, lays 
he, ſhall receive to themſelues Damnation; 
For, Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, 
. 8 
But at the ſame time that the Apoſile lays | 
Judgment ſhall attend Rebellious Subjects in 
This Life, according to their Crimes; we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe him to point likewil 
to thoſe Endleſs Torments, which God will 
ſurely bring upon all ſuch EvilDoers in a Hu. 
ture State. For, Obedience to Governo!s, 
in all Lawful Caſes, is as much a Chriſtian 
Duty, and the Neceſſary Means of d VUat ibn, 
A 


as 
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25 any particular Grace and Vertue which the 
Goſpel preſcribes; and Rebellion may be as 
| juſtly plac d among the Yorks of the Devil, 
| 25 Any of Thoſe which our Bleſſed Saviour 
| was manifeſted to deſtroy. Wherefore, as 
St. Paul argues, (*), Menmuſt needs be ſhib- 
elt, not only for Wrath but for Conſcience 
Sake, Not merely from a Principle of Inte- 
| ret, and upon Wiſe and Politick Views to 
| preſerve themſelves from Puniſhment : But in 
Gratitude and Obedience to God, who hath 
inſtituted Government for ſuch Excelleut 
Ends; and by whoſe Spirit St. Paul com- 
| mands Every Soul to be ſubjec to the High- 
er Powers. And thus I am naturally put in 
mind of haſtening to my 3 
Fourth Head; that having given an Ac- 


. W count of my Text, as propounding a Common 


Duty, with the Reaſons of it: I may bring 
| theſe Confiderations home to Our /etves, ag 
| the particular Occaſion of Thie Day's Solem- 
| nity. The Higher Powers of Great Britain, 
are King, Lords, and Commons. With Theſe 
| the Legiſlative Authority of the Nation is 
| lodg'd; and all the Acts and Statutes made 
by Theſe Three Eſtates of theRealm, in Par- 
| lament aſſembled, are, and have been Al- 
| ways, intruſted with the King, as Supreme, 
for the Publick Good: Whoſe Perſon ought, 
and by Our Conſtitution is requir'd, to be loy- 
ed, honoured, and eſteem'd, as Sacred and 
Inviolable; and all Obedience and Submiſ- 


— 


* : 


(*) Rom. 1 3.7. 5 
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ſion paid to Him, in the Execution of theſe WW 13 
W holeſome Laws; though they ſhould hap. t. 
pen to be never ſo /evere, or nconventent to u 
ſome private Men. OL pl 
We have Now ſeated upon the Throne of 
theſe Kingdoms his Majeſty King Grzorces, Wl © 
(and long, very long may He poffeſs it,) in 
Right of his Anceſtors, as well as by All 
of Parliament. And, with Him are intruſted 
the Laws of the Government for the Preſerya- 
tion and Defence of our common Welfare and 
Happineſs. We ought therefore, Willingh 
to contribute to the Supplies which the Par- 
Lament ſhall grant him, either for the Pub. 
lich Service, or to ſupport the Dignity ofthe 
_ Crown he moſt Deſervedly wears; conſcien- 
riouſſy pay him that Tribute of Fear and Ho. 
nour, Which the Scripture requires from all 
Chriſtian Subjects, to the Governors they 
live under; and Cheerfully ſubmit to, andal- 
fiſt him, upon all proper Occaſions, accord. 
ing to our Power. This comprehenſive Du- 
ty, to which Men of every Rank and Order 
ſtand ſo 1nd:/penſably obliged, ſeems to have 
been as much forgotten in Our Days, as it 
was tranſgreſſed in the Year Forty ne : Nay, 
I may venture to add a great deal More. Since 
the Subjects, (if we may believe the ſtory), 
of that Time had ſufficient Reaſon to () Con. 
plain, tho' not to Rebel: But, we can't jult- 


n 
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2 Hilt. of Enzland, Vol. III. p. = 25. Lord Clareni. 


(1) 
- Hiſt, Fol. Vol. I. p. 22, 53, 544 55. E. of Briſt. Apol. 
:P. 41, 44, 48, 75, 96 BR V 
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ly ſay, that, in the Preſent Reign, Proper- 
ty hath been invaded, or Liberty broke in 
\ WW upon, or any other Male-Adminiſtratinn 
practiſed. 


F Guilt and Evil Conſequences whereof we 
„e Day lament, the beſt and moſt celebrar- 
ed Advocates for the Royal Cauſe have not 
4 Wl (crupled to acknowledge, that the King was 
\. niſſed by Evil Councellors into ſuch Oncom- 
von and Arbitrary Meaſures, as Naturally 
ended to Alienate the Aﬀections of his Peo- 
ble, and make the Nation aneaſie (m). But will 
„ ay Wiſe and Conſidering Man pretend to af- 
be firm, that the Preſent iniſtry hath prevail- 
1. ed upon King GEORGE, todoany thing con- 
1;. vary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of this Realm; 
zor contribute the leaſt Colour of Provocation 
is that Rebellious Spirit, which endeavours to 
al. ſabvert Our Happy Conſtitution, and ſubject 
d. the whole Nation to the Tyranny and Re- 
ju. Nvenge of a Bigotted, Popiſb, Pretender. 

der What faulty Miniſter of State hath His 
ave MW Majeſty ſcreened from Puniſhment; or Whom 
« it WM hath the Government impeached for Miſde- 
ay, neanours in the Late Reign, but in a Parlia- 
nce N entary Way? Hath not King GEORGE a 
y) Right, equal to That of His Royal Predeceſ- 
br Queen Anne, to appoint by whoſe Coun- 
uſt n E. of Bri A ol : I, . Ld. uaklend's Speech 
5 | co wy Money, Kuro Call hg p. 5 . 
Hel end. Fol. Vol. I. p. „II0, 281. Houſe 
Apo! of Commons Articles of . againſt Lord 


Keeper inch, Ruſhw. Vol. I. p. 138. 


In the Be znning of that Rebellion, the 


ſel 
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neſt and able Sett of Miniſters, in the moſt 


nance, and puniſh thoſe Diſaſfected Perſons; 


have ſupported an Unnatural Enterprize, to 


am, Our great Deliverer, meet with from his 


gracious Act of Indemnity paſſed in the B-. 
giuning of his Reign ()? And K. Charles the 
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ſel and Aſſiſtance the Power and Authority 
He enjoys ſhall be adminiſtred? Was the 
Prerogative of the Crown juſtly pleaded for Ml # 
any Proceedings Heretofore, which the ſame Ml 5 
Prerogative will not Equally juſtify at Pre. o. 
fent? And did Some think it. Reaſonable ro 1 
Teproach, vilify, and abuſe, thoſe Worthy I {ti 
Patriots and Citizens, who humbly offered 

their Reaſons to her Late Majeſty, with the th 
Utmoſt Submiſſion, againſt removing an ho- 


Critical uncture; and, ſhall not all proper | 
and guſtiſiable Methods be taken to diſcounte. 


who, by malicious Hes and 1n/inuations, 


reſtore ſuch Diſſoyal Subjects to a Truſt and 
Confidence in the Public Adminiſtration of 
Affairs, as ſtand accuſed of being Traytors 
to their Country, and Enemies to their Prince 
As the Innocent have an Undoubted Right 
to Protection, ſo the Guilty ought never to] 
go Unpuniſhed, in any Government. The 
Publick Safety calls for due Returns of Seve- 

rity upon Public Offenders; and an II 
placed Clemency hath often been attended 
with Unhappy Con ſequences. What Diſinge- 
nious and Undutiful Behaviour did K. Willi. 


Subjefts, in conſequence of that merciful and 


* 
7 


—B 


(2 A Conſpiracy in the ſame Year 1 6 90. Hiſt. of Engl 
Vol. III. p. 561. Afaſfinar, Plot, 16 51. p. 625. 


Firſt 


theſe Uneaſimeſſes, and redreſs theſe Grieuan- 


o. Nc, is not Eaſie to determine at fuch a Di 
of uance of Time. Thus much however ſeems 


Erident from the moſt Authentick Memoirs 
of that Age, that the Extraordinary Me- 
thods, () by which his Majeſty was per- 
ſuaded to raiſe the Neceſſary Supplies, for de- 
faying the Expences of the Government at 


R 
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18 0 1 6 | 0D ; | me. * han 1 Þ 
or HFirſts Endeavours to protect ſome obnoxious $ 
% Stateſmen from Juſtice, became the Means £ 
. Jof increaſing the Unea/zneſſes of the People, | 
to and made the Gr:evances they complainedof 5 
i i ſtil! more Inſupportable (o). | 8 9 
d Whether a proper Cour ſe was taken to cure i} 
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. Home, and carry ing on the War which he was 4 
of engaged in Abroad, quickly call'd up ſuch a + 
ors Wpirit of Revenge, Diſcontout, and Faction, 
ce” could not Afterwards be laid by All the 
ght Endegvours which his Majeſty uſed. For, 


that Private, Ambitious, Selfiſh, View of 
any in Power, which looked through his 
Pocred Perſon to his Envy'd Inheritance, 
o craftily inrerwove it ſelf with the Publit Mi- 
es and Trouble; that it eaſily gave theſe 
Ue/igning Men Opportunity to purſue their 
icked Views, under Colour of Healing the 


to 
The 
Ve- 
II.. 
ded 


ge- 
illi. 


z his ; eaches ,andReconciling the Unhappy if : 
andM*!ences, betwixt the Prince and the People; 


Be. il this Popular Craft had uſurped Power 


Fran (+) Hi. of Eegt. Vol. ILL p. 16, 42-Ld, Clarend, Hiſt. 
COL VOL I. p. 53, 55. | | 
En (?) Tonnage and FPoundage. The Loan Ship-Money - 
K 4; Hiſt, of Empl. Vol. 1. 12 26, 27, 3% 78, 58, Lord 
I | Clarend, Hiſt. Fol. Vol, I. p. 537 55+ 

ſufficient 
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ſufficient to bear down all Oypoſition, and Ml th 
compaſs the Horrid and Deteſtable Myr. Wn 
der of our late Gracious Sovereign King Char. MV 

les the Firſt; contrary to that Known and . 

Eſtabliſpd Rule, which makes M:ni/tersan- . 

| {werable for the Male Adminiſtration of the 

State, and renders the Prince, in his Own 

i Perſon, Sacred and Inviolable. 

} By this horrible Action, the Parliament, 
which made the Statute appointing this An. 
azverſary Solemnity, thought the Proze. 
« ſtant Religion had received the deepeſt 
& Wound and Reproach, and the People of 
« England the moſt inſupportable Shane, 
“ that was poſſible for the Enemies of G04 
„and the King to bring upon them: And 

therefore, very juſtly directed the Inhabitants 
of the Land to humble themſelves before God 

Tearly, and intreat and beg of him, with! 
all the Holy Earneſtue ſe imaginable, That he 

Vill not lay the Guilt of this Royal Blood ib 
their Charge, nor ſuffer it to be required if 
Them, or their Poſterity. But, if theſe unte. 
lenting Regicides, to whole mercileſs Rage 
and Ambition this Monarch fell a Sacrifice 
deriv d ſuch a laſting Reproach upon the 770 
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teſtant Religion, and the Nation in general 4 or 
when his Own Sincereſt Friends (9) have 75 
thought it reaſonable to allow, that his Af lu 
Jeſiy was prevail'd upon to do many Thing 7 
| (72) Lord C larendon, Faulkland, Briſtol, &c. Lor f 0 N 

Clarend. Hiſt, Fol. Vol. I. p. 54. Nuſb. Collett Wir 


Vol. I. Part III. p. 140. E. of Briſtol's Apol. na 


the LORD MAYOR. 21 


4 W that bore hard upon Property, and tended to 
„make the Liberty of the Subject precarious: 

„ Nich what Horror and Indignation then muſt 
d Poſterity read, or hear of, the Traiterous 
\. Proceedings in the Preſent Age? Which have 


been raiſed and carried on «Bei like Trea- 
mable Methods, with this Only Difference, 
that the Cenerality of the People, (whatever 


1 in the Vear Forty One, Earneſtly deſired, and 
te. Nougbt, tho' perhaps in an Vundutiful Way, 
of %, the Redreſs of zuſt Grievances (t); but 
. of Mking Gz or cx's Subjects can't name any One 
ne, % Grievance that wants to be Redreſs d. 
i The Preſent Rebellion, like that in Our 


and Nate Martyr' d Sovereigu's Days, began with 
nts eaſting bitter Reflectious upon his Majeſty's 
Grd! er for and Conduct, arraigning the Juſtice 
vich of his Adminiſtration in the Choice of his Mi- 
the ſters, vilify ing his Councils, and pretend- 
1d ng to Propheſie of his Future Acts and In- 
4 entions, on purpoſe to make him Little, O- 
inte- Nous, and Contemptible in the Eyes of the 
Rage . and by theſe pernicious Means wea- 
ifice en his Hands, and undermine his Govern- 


bent. By ſuch ſabtle Inſinuations and Hing 
Verde, the buſie Actors, in this deſperate 


Veluded People into Open Rebellion. Which 


(r) Hiſt. of Engl. 820. Vol. II. p. 201. 3 

4 Lord Clarend. Hiſt. Fol. Vol. I. p. 161, 201. 

\ 

III. p. 3 
AR D they 


wicked Views ſome (7) Deſigning Men had) 


— 7 


Undertaking, ſoon ſpirited great Numbers of 


') Ibid. p. 53, $4 55. Ruſow, Coll. Vol. I. Part 
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ſpecious Pretence of Liberty, to ſubject the 


dence ſuffer him to ſucceed, would be thicl. 


Other repeated Oaths, ſo) by the Solem 


fame Manner, and with the like Infincerity, 


GEORGE. The Principals in This Re. 


ſo maliciouſly were they ſet againſt Hm 
Pliſh'd, what they ſo Maliciouſiy intended 


* Sermon Preach'd before 
they have Artfully carried on, under the 
Diſguiſe of the Church being in Danger, to 
deſtroy the Proteſtant Religion; under the a 


Thoughtleſs Multitude to the Bondage of : 
Foreign Toke; and, under Colour df redreſ. | 
ſing Lon ol Grievances, to ſet up a Pre. 

tender; whoſe little Finger, ſhould Prov.. 


er than his Majeſty's Loyns. 

Such nreaſonable Meaſures were induſtri- 
ouſly promoted, by their Brethren in Iniqui 
ty, after they had obliged themſelves, (as by 


League and Covenant, to defend the King's 
Perſon and Authority (u.) And after the 


have the Chief Diſturbers of our Peace and} 
Tranquility, in the Preſent Age, ſolemnly 
renounc'd the Pretender's Intereſt, and {wore 
to bear true Allegiance to his Majeſty King 


bellion, as well as thoſe implacable perjurd 
Wretches, whoſe Example they have copy'd 
after, ſet out with a Deſign to ſeize upon the 
King's Inheritance, together with his Life, 


And, that they have not Actually accom: 


hath been owing to their Want of Power, not 
of Inclination. The Principals I ſay : For 


— 


(4 ) Lord Glarend, Hiſt, F ol, Vol, II. p · 288. Art. 5 5 * 


we ought in Charity to believe, that Many 
of Thoſe, who preferring their Own Opinion 
be to his Majeſty's Wiſdom, vainly thought it 
o 7uſt Matter of Diſguſt and Relentmenr, be- 


be cauſe he refuſed to cruſt the Adminiſtration 
de WY with the Perſons they fayour'd : Yet, never 
fa narended to redreſs, by Force of Arms, what 
el. they Privately diſſik d. But it hath hap- 
pen d ro Them, in this particular Caſe, ac- 
4 cording to the Wiſeman's Obſervation () in 


General; the Beginning of Strife is, as when 
one letteth out Water. , 


l. We are told indeed, that the Tragedy of 
lu This Day, which ſtands imputed by our Ad- 
0 i vcrfaries to the hole Nation, was ated by 
" 2 few Blood-thirſty Men, not a Tenth Part 
"> "Wl (x )ofthe People of England; and Theſe of a 
my 4/erent Communion from That eſtabliſhed by 
ii Law. *Tis therefore, no ſmall Addition to 
al the Guilt of Thoſe Enemies to his Majeſty 
uh 2nd the Preſent Government, who are Now 
„ole cndeayouring to involve their Country in 
Auge /e and Confuſion; that their Name is Le- 
„ gion, and their Character Members of the 
. , Church of England : (the very Beſi of Chur- 
Fo ches) Which hath in no /ing/e Point diſtin · 
tre guiſh'd Herfelf, with greater Zeal and Con- 
Liſe, ſtancy, than in a Puri and Ready Submil- 
im ſion to the Higher Powers. She never, in- 
0 * deed, taught Obedience to the Arbitrary Will 
dec and Pleaſure of the Prince; but She deſires all 
(w) Prov, 17. 14. (Xx) 12 Car. II. 30. 
KA Dis Her 
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Her Adver/aries would believe and know 
Aſſuredly, that a religious Obſervance of all 
Publick Oaths and Abjurations ; a due Re. 
gard to the Perſons and Adminiſtration of 
All in Authority; ahearty Zealagainſt Pope. 
ry; and a ſincere Abhorrence of Rebellion, 
upon any Pretence whatſoever, whilſt the 
Prince governs according to the Fundamental 
Laws of the Conſtitution; are the great and 
diſtinguiſhing Doctrines, which She always 
gloried in: And, which She ſtrictly recom- 
mends to the Practice of all Her Members, 
not only for Wrath but for Conſcience Jake. 
Such is the Character of that Excellent 
Church eſtabliſhed amongſt us ; and this a 
ſhort Account of the Rebellious Meaſures, 
which have been contrived, encouraged, and | 
publickly carried on by Tho/e, who pretend 
to be the Trueſt Sons, and adhere moſt to the 
Intereſt, of this Eſtabliſhed Church. How 
much Cuilt theſe Unworthy Members of it 
have involved Them ſelves in, and what Shame 
and Reproach they have brought upon this 
Mation, by theſe Rebellious Meaſures, I leave 
every Honeſt Man, every True Lover of his 
Couutry to judge; When he conſiders, that 

the Preſent Rebellion was raiſed againſt 2 
Prince, of known Wiſdom, Integrity, and 
Juſtice; who lives in the conſtant, publick 
| Exerciſe of the Eſtabliſbed Religion: And, 
beſides His having ſolemuly Sworeto preſerve 
Our Eccleſiaſtical Rights and Our Civil Li- 
berties, hath taken all Opportunities to 
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care His firm Purpoſe, to make the Stand: 
ing Laws of the. Nation the Rule of his Ga- 
vernment, and the Safety, Eaſe, and Hap: 


His Life. Thus much Only give me Leave 
to obſerve to You; that we can't reaſonably 
hope, that God will hear and anſwer Our 
Prayers, upon this Anniverſary Humiliati- 
on, ſo long as that Spirit of Euyy, Faction, 
and Diſcord reigns amongſt. Us; the perni- 
cious Influences whereof this Nation hath 
been more, than Fifty Tears publickly be- 
railing: Nor, muſt we expect the Gailt, and 
deproach of This Day's Wickedneſs will be 
lotted out, whilſt there are ſuch Numbers 
f vile, unreaſonable, and wicked Men A. 


there to proceed upon the like Dereftable 
hich they have Always charged upon rhoſe 


K. Charles the Martyr. Og 
Men, Brethren, and Fathers, theſe cauſe- 
{and unwarrantable Practices are highly 
conſiſtent with That Obedience and $1b- 
ion enjoin'd, by the Apoſtle, in the Text. 
e ought not therefore, Thus 70 follow a 
Wy, deluded, Multitude to do Evil; bur, 


order our whole Conver [ation aright. To 


de- 


lings; and, be cautious how we liſten to 
lars 5 


neſs of His People, the Principal Care of 
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we; who act Themſelves, and encourage 


r 


rinciples, towards His Preſent Majeſty, 


AC 


Perſons, that lived under the Government 
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ther learn from their II Behaviour, how 


is Purpoſe, let us all /udy to be Quiet aud 
nd our proper Buſineſs, in our reſpective 
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any Malicious Reports, or Inſinuations againſt 


Ourſelves: Let us Sincerely endeavour tg 


ſhew a Religious Regard to our Oaths an 


pine ſe of the Nation, to what Counſels o 
is owing: Conſtantly avoiding that Sed: 


diſtinguiſhing between the Perſon and t 


of Duty and Reſpect to That, at the {a 


that Wit can invent or Malice propagate. ! 
| honeſt Citigens, Subjects and Engliſbme 
let us cheerfully aſſiſt the Government, | 
diſcovering all Secret Conſpiractes, and e 


tempts made to ſubvert it; and, never | 
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Thoſe in Authority. And, in Teſtimony of 
our [ncl:nation and Readineſ3 thus to behaye 


make his Preſent Majeſty's Reign Long, 
Proſperous, and Eaſie; upon which the Se. 
curity of the Eſtabliſped Church and the 
Publick Happineſs (under God) ſo Entirely 
depend. As good Chriſtians, let us Alyayy 


Obligations of every Kind; and never Swez 
to the Government with a Deſign to Betray 
it, and plead the Impoſition of the Oaths, wi 
take Legally, in Excuſe for our Perjury. A 
true Members of the Church of England 
let us heartily rejoice in the Safety and Ha 


Aſſiſtance ſoever this Security and Happine| 
Practice, fo much in Faſhion amongſt us, o 


Adminiſiration of the Prince; and, whil 
we impoſe upon Men with great Profeſſion 


time load This with all the odious 4/per/i1 


deavouring to diſappoint all the Oyen 4 


port the Pretender's Cauſe, either by 
Wiſhes,or any other Private Means * 
: me uccl 
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cacceſs will Unavozdably be the Ruin of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and our preſent Happy 
Eſabliſpment. 

In ſhort, May we all, from theſe Conſide- 


Churchmen, learn to pay that Submiſſion, and 
ayoid all Reſiſtance to the Supreme Magi- 
ſrate and his Subordinate Officers, which 
the Laws of Our Coaſtitution require Us to 
pay and to ayoid: And, may They, whoſe 
proper Office it is to put Others in mind thus 
to be ſubect to the Higher Powers, never 
want to be reminded of their Own Indifpen- 
{ble Duty to His Preſent 40 e. So may 


antly under the Influence of Soomon's Ad- 
vice; by fearzng God, honouring the King, 
md never, in any Cale, meddling with Thoſe 
hat are given to Change (y). 1 855 


2— — — 


(y) prov. 24. 21. 


rations, as Chriſtian Subjects and honeſt 


ye expect to ſee the Whole Nation act con- 
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Preach'd at the 


LENT-ASSIZES, 


HOLDEN AT 
CHELMSFORD in ESSEX, 


MARCH 12", 1715-16. 


Before the Right Honourable the 


Lord Chief Juſtice P ARK ER, 


— and A CW 


And the Honourable 
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Preach'd at the 
LENT-ASSIZES, 
HOLDENAT 


Chelmsford in Flex, &c. 


GLA 1. 
Stand faſt therefore in the Liberty where- 
with Chriſt hath made 1 ; and be not 
entangled again with the Toke of Bondage. 


this Epiſtle to the Galatians, was to 


T HE chief Intention of Sr. Paul, in 


obviate and root out thoſe Unreafon- 


able Notions infuſed into rhem, by the Craft 
and Subtlety of ſome Deſigning Men, con- 
cerning the Neceſſity of ſtill adhering to the 


Law of Moſes; that Yoke of Bondage, which 


E 2. nei- 
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neither their Fathers, nor Themſelves were 


able to bear. And, the better to conyince Ml I; 
them of the Unreaſonableneſs of the Noti. M1 
ons they had imbibed; he argues with them MW v 
in the Chapter Peng That whereof my MW: 
Text is a Part from an Allegory, fix'd upon MW: 
an Hiſtorical Paſſage in the Writings of . to 
fes himſelf, relating to Sarah and Agar, Ws: 
the One a Bond. Maid, and the Other a Free. Nove 
Woman; the Condition and Circumftancesof WT! 
whoſe Children, I/aac and Iſinael, muſt ac. WH: 
cCording to the ſtanding Laws of every Coun- WW 
try be equally Different. 1 oy: 


Theſe Mothers in the Application, weare {Wha 
rold Verſe the 24th, are the Two Coyenants; | 
the One made under the Law of Moſes, the 
Other eſtabliſhed by the Goſpel of Jef 

Chriſt: And conſequently, their Children 
anſwer to the Perſons living under theſe re. 


ſpective Covenants. We Chriſtians then, a 
the Apoſtle goes on to argue, who expect to {uti 
be juſtify d by the Evangelical Covenant, arc et, 
far from any Obligation ro regard or pay 0-W** 
bedience to the Mo/aick Inſtirutions : For al 
wwe, Brethren, are not Children of the Bond ed 
: Woman, but of the Free, From whence he be 
infers, by way of Caution, in the Words be. N 
fore Us; Stand faſt therefore in the Liber!) up 
 wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and vg on 


uot entangled again with the Toke of But 
adage. 


TI Fad — — CT r 
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Which Words, though they have a more 


8 : | 
« nmediate Reference to that Freedom from 
. egal Rires and Burthenſome Ceremonies, 


which the Calatians enjoy'd by their Con- 
verſion to Chriſtianity ; yet the Reaſon of the 
Inference holds Equally good, with reſpect 
to every other valuable Liberty, which our 
Saviour confers upon Private Perſons, or 
vouchſafes to any Community profeſſing his 


of True Religion. We, ofthis Kingdom, had the 
ic. Happineſs to be called very Early out of Dark- 


eſs and Pagan Superſtition, into the glori- 
ous Light and Profeſſion of the Goſpel; and 
haye been, long ſince, reſcued from the Bon- 
dage and Slavery of our Romiſh Taskmaſters : 


tS; 

the Whoſe Attempts to reduce Us have been Nu- 
ſus W<rous and Subtle, Bloody and Unchriſtin ; 
ren Nad fuch as plainly prove, They ſeek not Us, 
re. Nut Ozrs, ip all their Endeayours. 
„Nor will it be improper to ſay, that Chris 


path freed us from this Bondage and Slavery. 
For, as a Learned Perſon comments upon the 


are 
0 ext, “ ſince after the Reſurrection of Chriſt 
for all Power was committed to him as cloath- 
gyn ed in Human Nature, and he was given to 
e he be Head over all things to the Church: 
sbe-M Whatever Publick Bleſſings are conferr'd 


upon a Nation, profeſſing his True Religi- 
on, particularly ſuch, whereby not only 
their Civil, bur alſo their Spiritual, Lis 
berties are preſerved to them; are reaſon- 
A wbly to be aſcribed to Him, who is the 
great Agent for the Father, in directing 
4 | | * and 
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« his Church and People in the World. 


| have a Concern in theſe Words, no leſs than 
And, tis but ſhifting the Scene from Them, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe St. Paul addreſ: 
ſing himſelf to Us in the very ſame Words, 
hath made us free; and be not entangled a. 
gain with the Toke of Bondage. For the bet. 
of, I intend to enlarge upon them, in this 


plain and eaſie Method. 


us free, and wherein 'tis our Duty to ſtan 
called, left we ſhou'd be entangled again wit 


ſiſtance, be enabled to ſtand faſt in this val 
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8 and governing, in preſerving and defending, 
The Eugliſh Church and Nation, then, 


the Galatians, To Us is this Admonition 
applicable, as well as to theſe New Converts; 


to the Kingdom whereunto we belong; and 


which he makes uſe of inthe Text: Stand fa 
therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chrif 


ter Underſtanding and Improvement where: 


0 4 I jhall enquire into the Nature 0 
that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath mail 


immoveably faſt. _ 

Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew what great Realo 
we have to exhort One another, Daily, 
ftand faſt in that Liberty whereunto we u 


the Toke of Bondage. And, | 
Thirdly, I ſhall lay before You ſome pr. 
per Rules and Directions, by the due Obſe 
vance whereof we may, thro' the Dzvine 4 


able Liberty, 
Firſt then, I ſhall enquire into the Natu 
of that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hathma 
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Us free, and wherein 'tis our Duty to ſtand 
Immoveably faſt. This is Twofold : Civil, 


n nd Religious. Which are fo cloſely linked 
1 together, in Our Preſent Caſe and Circum- 
10 ſtances, that We can't be deprived of 7hzs, 
0 without loſing That; nor enjoy the Oue, but 
© Wi" Conjunction with the Other: And both 
af which are ſo valuable, in their Own Nature 
rif and with 7 an to Vs, that what Solomon 
%s of V iſdom is very applicable roTheſe: * 


The Merchandiſe thereof is better than the 
Merchandiſe of d ilver, and the Gain there- 
of than fine Gold. More pretious are they 


Love of Liberty with Life is given; and Life 
t ſelf is much the Inferior Gift. One Day 
dent in the Enjoyment of this Double Be /- 
g, is preferable to a Thouſand under a H- 
aul's Reign, 
lu regard our Spiritual Liberty is ofa high- 
Nature, and, in Time, preceding our Civil 
feedom: I chooſe therefore to begin with a 
hort Account of That. We are the OF 


Ole ring of thoſe dark and benighted Gentiles, 
110 { whoſe Vices and Superſtition the Apoſtle 
os fuch a Melancholy Relation in his E- 
[tle to the Romans; and our Anceſtors were, 
Natu Piceapart of Theſe indeed, as Vile and Su- 
n aſtitious as Any mentioned there. In pro- 


of Time, it pleaſed Almighty God, from 


* Prov. 3. 15, 8. It. 
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than Rubies; and all the Things that can be 
vefired are not to be compareduntothem. The 
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whom every good and perfect Gift proceed;, 
in great Pity and Compaſſion to their Miſera. 
ble State, to cauſe the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
that Sun which riſes with Healing under his 
Wings, to ſhed his Rays ſo very far and wide 
upon this Superſtitious and benighted Je, 
that the darkeſt and moſt diſtant Corners there. 
of quickly felt his chearing Influence, and val 
Numbers were thereby brought to the Knoy: 
ledge and Profeſſion of the Truth in Feſus: 
By which happy Means, the Idolatry and Su- 
perſtition of the Gentz/e World was quite er. 
tirpated from Hence; and Men attained ton. 
tional, conſiſtent, and worthy Not ions of God 
and Religion. But it was not very many 
Years, before this bright Noon-Day Sun of 
Knowledge and Inſtruction i the Paths if 
Righteouſneſs and Truth, was clouded and 
obſcured by the returning Mz/?s of Ignoranc 
and Error; and the Inhabitants of the Lan 
led wrong again in Matters relating to Fail 
and Practice, by the Craft and Subtlety o 
 Romiſh Emiſſaries, who have Always lain i 
Tait to deceive the Ignorant and Unwary 
and who never ſcruple to compaſs Sea and li 
to make a Proſelyte; and when he is Oil 
made, like the Scribesand Phariſees, hey mat 
WO him, (if poſſible,) twofold more the Child 
4 Hell than Themſelves. 
iy When the Religion of Rome was introd 
ced into the Britiſh Church, it laid a 7o#et 
Bondage upon the Necks of its Pro/e!y't 
more galling and intolerable than the == 
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Law. For, there returned with This, Ido- 
atry, Superſtition, falſe Doctrines and Wor- 
ſhip; together with thoſe pernicious Fices 
and Corruptions, from which the Nation had 
been happily freed. And, to increaſe the 
Veighit of this Uneaſie Yoke, there were ad- 
ded unto it an Unlimited Obedience to the 
Biſhop of Rome, an Implicite Faith in all the 
Articles, which that Church believes, a blind 
Dependance upon the Intention of the Prieſt 
for the Efficacy of both Sacraments, and a 
ſervile Compliance with many vain and ridi- 
ulous Injunctions, contrary to the plain Dic- 
ates of Reaſon and the Voice of Scripture. 
How eminently conſpicuous the Good Pro- 
dence of God ſhewed it ſelf, by making 
ingHeurythe Eighth the happy Inſtrument of 
covering this Nation out of theſe Slaviſh Cir- 
umſtances into a State of Perfect Freedom, 
ve have beard with Our Ears, and the Hi- 
ory of the Reformation is ſufficiently plain. 
ther Inſtances of theſame watchful and good 
Providence Our Own Eyes have ſeen, in 
e frequent Dz/appornutments of the Counſels 
d Endeayours of our Romzſh Adverſaties to 
duce us; and in our being ſtill' continued 
lembers of that Proteſtant Church eſtabliſh- 
by the Reformation. © A Church, we 
ae aſſured by one that knows its Conſti- 
tution, of whole Faith and Practice God's 
written Word is the Rule, and of whoſe 
Interpretation of that Word, the Senſe of 
the Firſt and Pureſt Ages is the Standard. 
— —— « Whoſe 
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By which happy Means, the Idolatry and Su- 


| Tirpated from Hence; and Men attainedto n. 
tional, conſiſtent, and worthy Not ions of Cod 


obſcured by the returning Miſis of Ignorance, 


and who never ſcruple to compaſs Sea and Land 
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that the darkeſt and moſt diſtant Corners there. | 
of quickly felt his chearing Ia uence, and yal 
Numbers were thereby brought to the Know- 
ledge and Profeſſion of the Truth in Feſus: 


whom every good and perfect Gift proceed, M* 
in great Pity and Compaſſion to their Miſers. MW * 
ble State, to cauſe the Sun of Righteouſnels, bi 
that Sun which riſes with Healing under his 
Wings, to ſhed his Rays lo very far and wide be 
upon this Superſtitious and benighted Iſe, 4 


perſtition of the Gentile World was quite ex. 


and Religion. But it was not very many ; 
Years, before this bright Noon-Day Sun oi.” 
Knowledge and Inſtruction in the Paths if A 


Righteouſneſs and Truth, was clouded and 


and Error; and the Inhabitants of the Lan- 
led wrong again in Matters relating to Fai 
and Practice, by the Craft and Subtlety of 
Romiſh Emiſſaries, who have Always Iain 
ait to deceive the Ignorant and Unwarr) 


to make a Proſelyte; and when he is Ol 
made, like the Scribes and Phariſees, they nat 
him, (if poſſible,) wofold more the Child! 
Hell than Themſelves. Tx 
When the Religion of Rome was intro! 
ced into the Britiſh Church, it laid a T5 
Bondage upon the Necks of its Pro/e!y't 


more galling and intolerable than the = 
ad . 
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Law. For, there returned with Thzs, Ido- 
atry, Superſtition, falſe Doctrines and Wor- 
ſhip; together with thoſe pernicious F7ces 
and Corruptions, from which the Nation had 


eight of this Uneaſie Yoke, there were ad- 
ded unto it an *Onlimited Obedience to the 
Biſhop of Rome, an Implicite Faith in all the 
Articles, which that Church believes, a ind 
Dependance upon the Yntention of the Prieſt 
for the Efficacy of both Sacraments, and a 
ervide Compliance with many vain and ridi- 
ulous Injunctions, contrary to the plain Dic- 
ates of Reaſon and the Voice of Scripture. 

How eminently conſpicuous the Good Pro- 
dence of God ſhewed it ſelf, by making 


Wccovcring this Nation out of theſe Slaviſh Cir- 
Wunſtances into a State of Perfect Freedom, 


ory of the Reformation is ſufficiently plain. 
ther Inſtances of the ſame watchful and good 
Providence Our Own Eyes have ſeen, in 
efrequent Dz/apporntments of the Counſels 
d Endeavours of our Romiſh Adverſaries to 
duce us; and in our being ſtill continued 
embers of that Proteſtant Church eſtabliſh- 
by the Reformation. A Church, we 
are aſſured by one that knows its Conſti- 
tution, of whoſe Faith and Practice God's 
written Word is the Rule, and of whoſe 
the Firſt and Pureſt Ages is the Standard. 
— « Whoſe 


been happily freed. And, to increaſe the 


ling Henrythe Eighth the happy Inſtrument of 


v7 have beard with Dur Ears, and the Hi- 


e of that Word, the Senſe of 
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** Whoſe Worſhip and Ceremonies are ſolemn, 
* without Preci/eneſs; and decent, without 


* Superſtition: Whole Offices are found and | 
** prudent, apt and edify ing: And whoſe Duc. WM; 
C 7r4nes not only dare, but deſire, to beſeen Ml: 
« without Diſguiſe, and carefully examined Ml ( 

„ by all its Euemies as well as Friends. f. 
The Religion, which the Eſtabliſhed 7 

Church of Eugland profeſſes, moſt heartily n 
Embraces the // hole Council of God, but with x 
juſt Indignation rejects the Additional Arti. WM tc 

cles of Men; and will not ſuffer either Ido. 45 
latry in Practice, or Contradiction in Belief, na 
to be impoſed upon her Members, as Term Z 

_ neceſſary to Salvation. A Religion, to which of 
agrees that Character given by St. James foi or 
the Wiſdom which deſcends from Above, tha! 
is firſt Pure, then Peaceable, Gentle, Eine 
fie to be entreated, full of Mercy and Good hb; 
Fruits, without Partiality, and with co 

Hypocrijie. In ſhort, The Church, where Ma 
Moſt of Us have had the Happineſs to be v9\Ming 
tiged and educated, profeſſes every thingtru \ 

ly Primitive and Chriſtian, which the Churq ui. 
of Rome can reaſonably pretend to; and wang Nie 

Nothing of that Nature which any OthWmuſ 


Religious Soctety enjoys. Such is that If! 
ritual Liberty, into Which we have bee 
called, and wherein *tis Our Duty to ſtand 
And, TS 
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Our Civil Liberty is Equally valuable. For, 
as we profeſs a Religion exactly calculated 
for the Perfection of Divine and Humane, 
Moral and Social, Private and Publick Ver- 
tues; ſo, tis our Peculiar Advantage to live 
under the beſt conſtituted, the only happy 
| Government, in Europe: And might there- 
fore, become at Once the Admration and 


ned Praz/e of All the Neighbouring Nations, did 
ily not our Animoſities and Unreaſonable Heats 
ith WM withold this Bleſſing from us. We continue 


to be what Our Nezghbours formerly Were; 
and ſecurely enzoy what They have Unfortu- 
nately 2%. We know no Subjection to the 


Higher Powers, but what the ſlanding Laws 
nicht of the Conſtitution preſcribe; in the mating 
Tot or repealing whereof, the who/e Nation have 


a Part, by their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment: And therefore, can ſuffer no Hard- 
ſhips or Tnconventence, but by their Own 
Conſent and Choice. And, 'tis an approved 
Maxim, that 20 Iufury can be done to a Will. 
mg Mind. : 

Whilſt the Subjects of Other Potentates d:/- 
quiet themſelves in vain, by treaſurimg up 


v aut K:ches, for the Enjoyment, whereof they 
the nuſt depend upon their Sovereign's Will; tis 
ur Happineſs to ſee Our Rights and Poſſeſ- 
bee Lon, fo Te guarded by the known Con- 


ſtitution of the Realm, that we may ſecurely 
eat the Fruit of our Labours every Man un- 
der bis Own Vine and Fig-Tree; without a- 
dy fear of Evil, either to Our Goods or Per- 
„ ſons 5 
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ſons, from ArbitraryPower. What ſupports 
the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, equal. 
ly guards the Sbyject's Property; and if the 
King can do no Mrong, the Subject can't Lau. 
fully ſuffer Any. . N 

Many bold Attempts have been made to 


throw down theſe valuable Fences; and as | 


ſubtle and unwearied Endeavours uſed to in- 
troduce Illegal and Arbitrary Power amongſt 
Us. But, Theſe the warchfut Providence 
of God hath Always ſeaſonably diſappointed: 
And, at the ſame time, ordered Matters ſo, 
that Our Safety ſhould come, not from Our 
Own, but from a nobler and higher Hand. A 
Hand, thar deliver'd Us from the late *Unna- 
rural Rebellion; that ſtill upholds Us in the 
Liberty herein we ſtand, and in Which we 
truſt to be delivered from all the Future Con. 
ꝶſpiracies of as Many, as have Evil-Jll 
againſt Our Tſraet: To whole preſent State 
and Circumſtances the Words of Mo/es are 
very applicable. f What Nation is there f. 
great who hath God ſo nigh unto them; as 
the Lord our God is in All that we call upon 
him for? And what nation is there ſo great 
that hath Statutes and Judgments /o righte. 
ous, as Thoſe whichThave ſet before Ton this 
Day? Only take Heed to thy Self and keep 
thy Soul diligently; leſt Thou forget tht 
T hjngs which thine Eyes have ſeen; and leſ 
they depart from thy Heart all the Days of 
thy Life. | 
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and our Reformation as a Church : If the 


© the Supremacy of Rome; and the Allegi- 
© ance of Subjects free from the Controul of 
Foreigu Tyranny or a Domeſtick Yoke: 
© If the Privileges which we claim by our 
© Statutes as Britains, and the yet more ſa- 


n- 

t cred and inviolable Rights belonging to Us 
co as Chriſtianse If theſe Advantages, which 
d: rate up our Spiritual and Civil Liberty de- 


ſerve our Notice and Eſteem.: Doubtleſs it 
rill be worth Your while to attend ſeriouſly 
my os | 


Second Head: Under which I ſhall ſhew 


the Hrhat great Reaſon we have to exhort One 
we {Wnother Daily fo {and faſt in that Liberty 
ou. Wiiereunto we are called, leſt we ſhould be 


ntangled again with the Toke of Bondage. 
[his will very evidently appear, whether 


0475, which are uſed to Overthrow our Jted- 


ee in this Liberty; or whether we re- 
pon ect upon the Special Care of Providenceto 
rea: Nontinue this Liberty to Us in all times of 
te- Nager and Eætremity; or whether we con- 
this er the Inexcuſable Folly of ſuffering Our 
ker) ves to be miſled, by the cunning Craftineſ5 

the Wh /#ch as lie in Wait to decerve ; when we 
4% u neither pretend to be ignorant of their 
FJ and Diligence, nor of the Miſeries of 


ing led aſtray by Either of Theſe. 


* 


If therefore, Our Properties as a People, 


Rights of a Monarchy independent upon 


e take a View of thoſe Unweary'd Eudea- 
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1 / then, let Us take a View of thoſe Vy. 

weary'd Endeavours, which are uſed to 0. 
verthrow our Szedfaſineſs in the Liberty 
whereunto we are called. Tis with Vs ar 

Preſent, as it was in the Apoſtle's Time: 
There are many Seducers crept in privily a. 
mongſt Us: Emiſſaries from Rome and Mana- 


i gers of the Popiſh Intereſt ; who are inſtru. 
debe in all the Arts of Treachery and Deceir, i pil 
F and ſtick at Nothing to bring to about ther thi 
5 deſperate and wicked Contrivances : Men I 
0 who call Cod Evil, and Evil Good; who . 
1 will, upon all Occaſions, turn Religion into Us 
i Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; and pre. WM” 
10 tend their good Intention will ſanctifte the WM © 
N moſt Unlawful Means. Bur, what is Mat- e. 
"8 ter of more Wonder and Uneaſineſs to all ho. ſtin 
It! | neſt and conſidering Minds: Theſe buſie 4- WWF" 
iÞ gents for Rome and a Popiſh Intereſt are ſup. Sl; 
7 ported by Men, who indeed call themſelves . 
”; ſincere Friends to the E/?abli/h'd Church aud the 
* Conſtitution; but yet, by a ſtrange and me. elf 
fs | lancholy Combination with theſe Sons of V. able 
it olence and Miſchief, labour hard to promote 
iy the Romiſh Cauſe, at the ſame time that they te 
185 declare themſelves in the Intereſt of the Pe. the 
oN ſent Eſtabliſhment. | e the 
16h Buy theſe, and ſuch like Practices of reſilels abl 
7 and deſigning Men, have the deluded Mul. 0lan 
1 tirude, (a People naturally well-inclin'd aud 72 
'” _ famed Heretofore for a due Regard to thc edi 
4 Spiritual and Civil Liberty) been inſenſiby la 
betrayed into an Obſtinate and Shameful Iiy E 


7 ditferenc 
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y differency for Both; and are ſo far removed 
tom their ancient Averſion to Popery, that 
4 Many are brought to be/zeve (and Some to 
\ onfeſe) That Yoke of Bondage much pre- 
a Wl fable to their preſent State of Freedom and 


Happineſs. 
| When the late cauſeleſs Rebellion was hap- 


the Perſons concern'd in it fully diſcover'd; 
it was highly reaſonable to expect, that the 


dition, would have periſhed with that deſpe- 
rate Undertaking: But inſtead thereof, great 
Endeayours are Daily uſed to inſtruct the Ig- 
norant and Unwary, not only in new and di- 
ſtinguiſhing Methods of dedition; but to im- 


a. brove them likewiſe in more refined Arts of 
up: Jander and Dzſcontent. ET 
ve hen there is no manner of Breach upon 
1nd We Church's Power, no Invaſion of the Sub- 


e7's Right, nor any other juſt and reaſon- 


75 able Ground of Diſcontent: Meaſures not 
ore bought on, Things that may but Poſſibly be 
bey attempted, are talked in Converſation with 


the dame Certainty, as if Actually done. If 
the Adminiſtration is to be render'd Unaccep- 


ek table to the People, the Dealers in State- 
Mul. ander will pretend to reconcile Contradic- 
and 71e; and rather than fail of Succeſs in their 
heil editious Attempts, venture to aſſert the ve- 
bi ame Thing to be True and Falſe, as Oc- 
i In afion requires. And, what more plainly 
es the Induſiry of theſe deſigning Men 


ro 


| pily ſuppreſs'd, and the Unnatural Deſigns of 


Seeds of Marmuring, Diſcontent, and ss. 
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to do Miſchief”; they ſtudy to find out ſuch 


traiterous and artful Meaſures, as often make 
it Morally Impoſſible for the Prince to avoid 
the Murmuriugs of the People, by what Me. 
thod ſoever he chuſes to act. 5 
How ungratefully is Mercy interpreted 
Fear, in the Government ; and Juſtice ma. 
liciouſly ſtyled Cruelty ? And what vile In. 
ſinuations and unjuſtifiable Reports have been 


handed about, on purpoſe to raiſe Jealouſies 


and Diſcontent in the Minds of the Credu. 


lous and Unthinking, for the regular Execu- 


tion of a Criminal, f whole Sacred Character 
increaſed his Guilt and aggravated his Crime? 
Though it be manifeſt, both from Reaſon and 


the Con/equence of Things, that Undeſerved 
Piry naturally tends to the Prejudice of the 


Commonwealth; and takes off from that Mer. 
cy, which is juſtly due to the Peaceable and 
Honeſt, in the equal Diſtribution of Juſtice 
to Offenders of every kind, *hat Others may 
hear and fear, and commit no ſuch Wicked: 


neſs. | 


If, therefore, ſuch Unwearied Endeavour 


are uſed in all Parts of the Kingdom, tg te. 
concile Men to Popery and alienate their Af 
fections from the Preſent Government ; It 
highly concerns Every One of Us to be cir 
cumſpect and watchful, that 20 Evil Con. 


munication corrupt our good Manners ; no 


r 


any falſe Repreſentation of Per ſons or Thing 


r r 
1m — 
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tempt Us into a mean Opinion of that Liber- 
„ wherein we ſtand. More eſpecially if we 
reflect, CD 
24ly, Upon the Special Care of Providence 


so continue this Liberty to Us, in all Times 


of Danger and Extremity It would be an 
Endleſs Undertaking to reckon up all the Di- 
ſtinguiſhing Providences, to which we owe 
the Preſervation of our Hiritual and Civil 


757 

% Liberty, ever ſince the Reformation I ſhall 
u. therefore content my ſelf with mentioning 
der uch only, as are moſt Evident and Material 
e? o my preſent Purpoſe. „„ 
na ouch was the favourable Conjuncture of 


Affairs by which this Liberty was preſerved 


3 in its Infant Years, under King Ldward VI: 
or. Ihe Contiunance of it when ſo much perſe- 
and cuted in Queen M. ary's Days: The flouriſh- 
co Jing State it was ſupported in during Queen 
may 12abeth's Reign: The threaten'd Ruin from 
% WV bich it was reſcued by that diſcerning Spi- 


tit, wherewith the Almighty endued King 
{James I. above all his Counſellors: The 
minent Deliverance of it, by the Revoluti- 
, from the Malice of its Subverters: And 


te happy Proſpect it hath of a Settled Pro- 
cir MWocrity under his preſent Mazeſty's wiſe Ad- 
n uniſtration. What the P/almiſi ſays, “ con- 


erning Iſrael, is very applicable to the Va- 
ety of our Affairs Many a time have my 
nemies fought againſt me from my Touthup 


— 
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Plum 129. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
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it Morally Impoſſible for the Prince to avoid 
the Murmurings of the People, by what Me. 


liciouſly ſtyled Cruelty? And what vile In. 


lous and Unthinking, for the regular Execu- 


| Commonwealth ; and takes off from that Mer. 


hear and fear, and commit no ſuch Wicked 
neſs. 72 3 


highly concerns Every One of Us to be cit. 
cumſpect and watchful, that 20 Evil Con. 


any falſe Repreſentation of Perſons or Things 


E 7 The Revd, Mr. Paul. L 


ro do Miſchief; they ſtudy to find out ſuch 


trazterous and artful Meaſures, as often make 


chod ſoever he chuſes to act. 
How ungratefully is Mercy interpreted 
Fear, in the Government ; and Juſtice ma. 


ſinuations and unjuſtifiable Reports have been 
handed about, on purpoſe to raiſe Jealouſiet 
and Diſcontent in the Minds of the Credu- 


tion of a Criminal, f whole Sacred Character 
increaſed his Guilt and aggravated his Crime? 
Though it be manifeſt, both from Reaſon and 
the Conſequence of Things, that Undeſerved 
Pity naturally tends to the Prejudice of the 


cy, Which is juſtly due to the Peaceable and 
Honeſ?, in the equal Diſtribution of Juſtice 
to Offenders of every kind, hat Others may 


0 


If, therefore, ſuch Unwearied Endeavour 
are uſed in all Parts of the Kingdom, tg te. 
concile Men to Popery and alienate their Af 
fections from the Preſent Government ; It 


munication corrupt our good Manners ; not 
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b tempt Us into a mean Opinion of that Liber- 
d, herein we ſtand. More eſpecially if we 


reflect, 
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240%, Upon the Special Care of Providence 45 
„ continue this Liberty to Us, in all Tims 
u. WM of Danger and Extremity It would be an [| 
n. Endleſs Undertaking to reckon up all the Di- bt 
en ſtinguiſning Proyidences, to which we owe 4s 
2 the Preſer vation of our HHiritual and Civil 1 
zu. Liberty, ever ſince the Reformation : I ſhall 99 
cu. therefore content my ſelf with mentioning 1 
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Such only, as are moſt Evident and Material 
to my preſent Purpoſe. . Fg 
Such was the favourable Conjuncture of 


ter 


1c! 


of * 
— 


- 


and | 
2 Affairs by which this Liberty was preſerved nl 
the in its Infant V cars, under King Edward VI: 1% 
or. WIT be Continuauce of it when fo muchperſe. 95 
and euted in Queen Mary's Days: The flouriſn- "1 
Nice Jing State it was ſupported in during Queen oy 
m MULE Reign : Thethreaten'd Ruin from 3 
bed WMV bich ic was reſcued by that diſcerning Spi- 1 
tit, wherewith the Almighty endued King 4 
ames I. above all his Counſellors; The Un” 


N70 
eminent Deliverance of it, by the Revoluti- 


fe. 
, Af.“ from the Malice of its Subverters: And 
; l he happy Proſpect ir hath of a Settled Pro- 
cir WMoeity under his preſent Majeſty's wiſe Ad- 
Con riniſtration. What the P/almi/tſays,* con- 


erning Iſrael, is very applicable to the Va- 
ety of our Affairs: Many a time have my 
nemies fought againſt me from my Touthup 


p— 


no 
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may Iſrael now ſay. Zea, many a time haut 
they vexed me from my Touth up; but they 
have not prevailed e, me. The Plou. 
ers plowed upon my Back and made long Fur. 
rows: But the righteous Lord hath hey 
the Snares of theſe Ungodly in pieces. 
The Goodneſs of God, in his repeated De 
liverances and continued Care of our Reli. 
gious and Civil Rights, ought in reaſon to 
be look'd upon as an Undoubted Token of Hi 
approving Theſe: And, conſequently, ſhoult 
become the moſt powerful and concluding 


Argument to Us, to think well of, and hear ſu 
tily value, the Conſtitution we live under / 
and never be wanting in our Endeavouts, % E. 
all law ful and prudent Methods, to promote re 
and as much as in Us lies to /ecure, the Con 
tinuance of this valuable Enjoyment. Aft tr; 
fo . Eſcapes from Danger, 7. 
a Bird out of the Snare of” the Fowler, u ce 
in Thele, ſo many comfortable T eſt; wi 
of the ſpecial Care of Providence over ul ve 


We ſhall ſhew Ourlelves Unworzthy of thek 
paſt Bleſſings and Eſcapes, if we do not ſtan 
faſt in the Liberty wherewith CHriſt hat 
made Us free ; and, at leaſt, appear as 2ci 
ous, in our Endeayours, to perpetuate Thi 
as our Enemies appear watchful to entanf 
Us again with the Toke of Bondage. i 
conſider, . 3 
_ 3dly, The inexcuſable Folly of ſufferi 
Ourſelves to be miſled, by the e | 
tineſs of ſuch as lie in Wait to rw 
DR 
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have of their Craft and Diligence, nor of the 


%% Mi/eries which muſt attend our being led 


Plow. WM Aſtray by Either of Theſe. 'Tis needleſs to 
Fur. look back upon the Attempts of Our Ene- 


ben mies in Former Reigns; when the Meaſures 


taken in raiſing and fomenting the late ground- 


De. leſs Rebellion, fo plainly prove to every dil- 


Fel. paſſionate and unprejudiced Mind their S- 
on to Lety and Zeal to deſtroy the Church of Eng- 
of Hi and, and overturn Our Conſtitution. For, 
houd what could be intended leſs by a Rebellion 


uding 8 engag'd in Vigorouſly by Papiſis at Home, 


hen ſupported by large Contributions from Pa- 
nder; 772 Abroad, and carry'd on by the United 
rs, bv Endeavours of Papiſts and Proteſiants to 
71001188 reſtore the Pretender? — . 

Con. What Perſon, at all acquainted with tlie 


Alte true Spirit of Popery, needs to be told, that 


1,00 This can neither be maintained or introdu- 
„ i ed, in any Nation, but by Arb:trary Power ; 
018 which confounds Right and Wrong, and go- 
cr ug verns Abſolutely without Reaſon or Con- 
the troul. And can any Man be ſo void of Judg- 
(10 ment and Thou ht, as to believe the Papiſts 
; ha would hazard their Lives and Fortunes in 


zei their late traiterous Enterprize, for the De- 


Ta fence and Protection of the Eſtabliſhed 
tangl Church? The E xtirpation whereof they are 
lc obliged, both by their Principles and In- 


ferin 
r (rd 
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pportunity. 


when we can neither pretend to be ignorant 
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Whatever they might pretend in order to 
keep their Proteſtant Friends in Countenance; 
their Deſign wasto involve Our moſt excellent 


Church and Conſtitution in all thoſe Miſeries, 


which, both Reaſon and Experience prove to 
be Inſeparable from a Popiſh Reign. And 
theſe under the Return of the Romiſh Reli- 
gion (as a Judgment upon Proteſtants for gi. 
ving up that Liberty which the Providence 
of God had {o Often wondertully preleryed) 
would have been Such as Eye hath not ſeen, 
mor Far heard, nor can it enter into the 
Heart of Man to conceive the like. 

*Tis therefore ſtrictly incumbent upon 0, 
my Brethren, /eezug Tou know Theſe Things 
before, to beware Li You al/6, being led a. 
way by the Error off the Wicked, fall from 
Tour Own Stedfaſtnefs either in Principle or 
Practice. Doubtleſs tis not only a Secur:- 
4, but ought to be likewiſe a powerful Ao. 
ive to ſuch Watchfulneſs, to know the De- 
vices of an Enemy and our Own Danger 
from Theſe. And He, who either by nc- 
glecting or deſpiſing ſuch uſeful Knowleage 
ſhall ſuffer himſelf ro be ſeduced into auy vih 
or @#%W4rrautableMealures; deſerves to ſtand, 

in Hiſtory a laſting Monument of Infamy, 
- Reproach, and inexcuſable Folly. For the 


Royal Preacher obſerves, that even Jrratio- 


a CARAITcS by mere JInſtint, are capable of 
preſer ving themſelves from all Viſible Snares > 
Surely, 5 he, in 
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gbr of any Bird : Much leſs therefore, 
ſhould Men of Neuſon and Thought be led 


they are ſo well acquainted with the Devices 
þy which Theſe lie in wait t0 deceive. For 
the better Security of Our ſelves againſt the 
raft and dubtlety of Such as would miſlead 
's; I ſhall lay before You, under my 

Third Head, ſome proper Rules and Di- 
tions; by the due Obſervance whereof we 


» Wo ſtand faſt in the Liberty we enjoy. And 
mongſt many that might be named, I ſhall, 
„ Webreviry ſake, only recommend theſe Three 
s Which follow. A hearty Union amongſt Our 
„es: Not giving Ear to evil Suggeſtions a- 
n Woot bis Majeſty's Perſon or Adminiſtration: 
x Ind uſingthe Liberty we enjoy, as becomes 
i. od Chriſtians. | 
0. %, A hearty Union amongſt Ourſelyes. 
e- Ibis St. Peter expreſſes“, in his Epiſtle ro 
er We /7ewihh Converts, by their berng allof one 
ie- d; having Compaſſion One of another; 
ge ng as Brethren ; being pitiful and cour- 
ile W's. Contrary to which are thoſe pernici- 
nd, us Qualities of Envy and Diſſention, Ha- 
ny, , Malice, and Uncharitableneſs, by which 
the Enemies have been long endeavouring to 
10. vide, in order to Enſlave Us. Bleſſed be 
eo dl our Religious and Civil Liberties ſtand 
55 preſent upon the ſame happy Foundation, 
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ay, thro' the Divine Aſſiſtance, be enabled 
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50 A Sermon Preach'd at the 


upon which his Providence placed them by 
the Endeayours of King William of Glori. 
ous Memory ; and we have good Realon to 
promiſe Ourſelves the Continuance of Thele, | 
under the Influences and Guardianſhip of his 
Majeſty King GeoRGE, and a Succeſſion, 
of Princes in the Proteſtaut Line, 

But yet, ſince the Ruin of Societiesſonz. 
turally follows upon their Hears and Diviſ. 


ons; We have, notwithſtanding our preſent 5 
Security, Ground enough ro fear, leſt, by fla 
going on to diſtinguiſh Ourſelves with foo//þWQ,, 
and Juchriſtian Badges, the more EfteQually{M.. 
to bite anddevour Each Other, aue be aevouW ;;, 
ed One of Another; or, which is much th T. 

ſame, by the Common Enemy: And there we 
by be convinced, by too ſenſible an Exp An 

ment, that every Kingdom divided agau fac 
it Self is brought to Deſolation. 2 
Was not Rebellion againſt our Lawful Pe 
vereigu the Sin of Witchcraft, no leis tha 8 
That which is at any time committed agaiuſi ale 
the Almighty Governor of the World; fee, 
would be juſt Matter of Aſtoniſhment tion 
what Means Subjects could be Thereby peniſtr. 


ſuaded, at Once to deſtroy their Own Hi 
pineſs and the Public Peace; forfeit all th 
Bleſſings which They enjoy in a ſettled © 
vernment; and run Siα,j upon that V 
ſtruction f which is the End, ſays the WI 
man, f Thoſe, who are given to change. | 
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Matt. 12. 35 —4t Provi-$4-aty-22 


ſtrat 


Y Wl ſtrange and unaccountable Magic“ have the 
i- n rie of Rome carried on their Deſigns 
to ¶ 2oainſt the Peace and Happinels of theſe King- 
le, MW d1ms, ever ſince We ſhook off their Saviſß 
bis WF Yoke: But their moſt ſucce ſiful Enchant- 


ment hath appear'd in our Unreaſonable Feuds 
and our Party Quarrels. 5 
The beſt, the only Method therefore, to 


„ diſappoint their wicked Devices and conſult 

en the Welfare and Security of the Preſent E- 
by Wl ahliſoment is, to order our whole Conduct 

1/0 and Actions by the Apoſtle's Rule“, when 


he directs that the Strong ſhould not deſpiſe 


%% the Weak, nor the Weak judge the Strong : 
the That the more Knowing f. ſhould with Meek- 
ner Wl eſs inſtruct Thoſe that oppoſe themſeluer: 
5e And that the Oppoſers ſhould: lay aſide all 


faction and Animoſities, + endeavouring to 
keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 


Peace. But, „ 
tha 24ly, If we wou'd ſtand faſt in that valu- 
gau able Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
oy free; we muſt never give Ear to Evil Sugge- 
n 


tions againſt his Majeſty's Perſon or Admi- 
iſtration. The ſpeaking Evil of Dzignztzes 
d vilifying their Authority is a Complica- 
fed Iniquity, which hath prevail'd more or 
lels in All Ages of the World; but never 
ith greater Malignity and leſs Reaſon, than 
n Our Days. By theſe Undutiful Proceed - 
ugs, the Subject's Confidence in the Wiſdom 


* Rom. 14. 3. + 2 Tim. 2. 25. + Eph. 4. 3. 
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52 A Sermon Preachd at the 
and Integrity of the Prince hath not only 


been weaken' d, but inſenſibly corrupted like. q 
wile into gronnde/s Fears concerning the 8 
Government it Self. And, under ſuch ill Im. 4 

preſſions they have put the very worſt Con. 0 

ſtruction upon all his Deſigns and Actious; 40 
and in Conſequence thereof, been more ei. 1 

fily led away from their Duty and Allegianc 

into favourable Thoughts of a Change. 5 

How different is this Behaviour to That, hh 
which Mo/es commanded the 1/raelites in lt 
the Caſe of Idolatry? Thou fry enquire, pr 
ſays he, and make Search and ask Diligent WM ©. 

| ty . and behold if it be Tr uth and the thing 1 

certain; Then, but not before, ſhall the 2 
Sentence of Condemnation paſs upon the 1-iſ x; 
dolatrous Perſon. And yet, the very ian Þ 

Caution ought to be us'd in cenſuring all Pu a0. 
Zick Perſons and Actions; neither ſhould i an- 

ny Report or crafty Inſinuation be receiv4 an. 

againſt Men in Power, till it be confirme A. 
by good Authority upon ſufficient Proof. WM c; 

Could this equitable Method of Proceed nn 
ing be eſtabliſhed amongſt Us, no Deſign ©, 
would then be charged upon our Governoſ or 

againſt the Churchor Conſtitution; nor ſhoulll Y, 

we be weary'd with vile and compaſſionatſi of! 
Speeches in favour of thoſe Malignants, wit by 

endeayoured to change the Preſent Admin mo 
ſtration into an Arbitrary Government, au + 
lay a Toke upon our Necks under the (pea mo 
ous Pretence of preſerving Our Liberty: b Rel 
on the contrary, inſtead of Any Ove 0 at 


qiſſatisfy d or uneaſie under the Publick Ma- 


e. nagement of Affairs, we ſhould All cheer- 
he fully confide in his Mazeſty's known Wiſ— 
m. dom and exemplary Care; and act, upon all 
1- WF Occaſions, Sincerely for the Publick Good; 


as the proper Means to continue Him a glo- 
tious Prince, and Oui ſelves a Free People. 

{ Once more. Let us ule the Liberty we 

enjoy as becomes good Chriſtians. By vit- 

tue of their Chri/tzan Profeſſion, Men are 

ſtrictly bound to improve in Goodnels, in 


rt, proportion to that Meaſure of Knowledge 

e and Power to do well beſtowed upon them. 

um Upon this Accountagreater Degree of Piety 
e 


and Charity, and of thoſe other valuable 


1c H Fruits of the Hirit, will be required of ſome 
lame Parts of the Chriſtian World above Others ; 
Pub: according as the Light they enjoy is Purer, 
d and leſs corrupted by Superſtition, Ignorance, 
eig and the Remains of ancient Heatheniſm. 
* And, by the ſame Argument, we of this 


much greater Means of 2 es and doing 
Our Duty, than any other Chri 

or People now in Being, ought to make our 
of his Peculiar Fayour to Us; andendeavour, 


moſt Exemplary Men 1 


bo A This was the Divine Will and Purpoſe in 
iped thoſe many ſignal Providences, by which our 
) keligious and Civil Liberties were eſtabliſhed 
* at F:r/?, and have been hitherto preſerv'd a- 
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Church and Nation, who are bleſſed with 
ian Church 
Diligence in pleaſing God equal to the Marks 
by His Aſſiſtance, to become the Beſt and 
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54 A Sermon Preach'd at the 


mongſt Us; and ſuch a Dutiful Return to God 
for the Mercies we have received, is the moſt 
effectual Method to ſecure their Continuance 
not only to Our ſelves, but to lateſt Poſteri. 
Tv. 
; Take good heed therefore to your ſelves, that 
you love the Lord your God, aud ſerve him in 
the Sincerity of your Hearts, according to 
Four Abilities; for, if we ſtill do Wickedly 
y fomenting fooliſh Jealouſies, Unreaſona- 
ble Heats, or any other ſuch evi/ Practices 
amongſt Ourſelves; we may juſtly expect 
_ theſe Obſtinate Sins and Follies will ſcorer or 
later bring That Deſtruction upon us, which 
out Enemzes have fo long labour'd zu vain 
from every other Quarter. 5 
Thus have I ſhew'd the Nature of that Li. 
berry, wherewith We of this Church and Na. 
tion have been Graciouſly made free; What 
Reaſon we have to watch (more Eſpecially 
at this Time) againſt the Deſigns of Thoſe, 
w ho ſtrive o entangle Us again in the Tike 
, Bondage; and by what Methods we may 
preſerve that valuable Liberty, wherein we 
ſtand. And having at Once informed youof 
your Advantage, and the Duty conſequent 
thereupon; I need not ſure multiply Words 
in perſuading you to live and act, for the H. 
ture, as becomes Men ſenſible of their En- 
gagements with regard to Theſe. 
| Dear Liberty always carry'd in it a May: 
netick Power. Our Anceſtors preferr'd This 
to all their Other Enjoyments; and C ON 
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d ſelves formerly thought it a Fewe/ worth pur- 
t Wl chaſing at any Rate. Away then in the 
E Name of God! with thoſe Degenerate Prin- | 
i- Wl ciples and Meaſures which prevail ſo much I 
at Preſent. Let us prove Ourſelves the Of- 9 
at /pring of thoſe Worthy Patriote by a ſtrict 4 
in ſmitation of their Loyalty and Truth; and | 
to Wl cndeavour, upon all Occaſions, to act Con ſiſt- 1 
ily WM ently with Ourſelves. LOS 1 
2 Chooſe religiouſly to obſerve your Sacred 1 
cet Oaths and Abjurations, tho' never lo Unfa- ' 
ect ſhionable a Practice; and dare to forſake your 5 
or 0% Companions in Iniquity, without regard- 1 
ich ing their Frowns or Reproaches for ſuch Sin- 1 
a gular Widdom. Believe not the New Divi- i 
nity, neither truſt the Sophiſtry of thoſe al- * 
Li: fuming Ca ſuiſts, who pretend no Oaths Jaw- 55 
Na. ful, which the Preſent Government impoſe ;; 
hat I nor any Sacred Obligation binding, unleſs 9 
ally Millingly ſubmitted to. And let neither Ho- ji 
oy nour or Diſhonour; neither Good Report or I 
"oke 


Evil Report; neither Proſpect of Advantage, 
may nor Fear of Inconveniency, prevail with You. 
we Bf © think any Time improper or unſeaſonable 
duof to ſpeak the Truth, (as lome foolithly urge) 
vent WF when called thereunto by Lawful Authority. 
ords Wl Strive to underſtand the Difference between 
the Doctrines of Rome, and that Primitive, 
Apoſiolick Faith protels'd in theſe Kingdoms; 
and let the Cs Laws of the Nation re- 
lolyeall your Po/zrzck Scruples; the only pro- 
per Directors in Caſes of ſuch a Nature. 
Theſe 
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56 A Sermon Preach'd at the, &c. 


Theſe Things if we do Singerehy, ve ſhall 
Never want ſufficient Motives to promote the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and adhere ſtedfaſtiy to 
our happy Conſtitution in Church and State, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed. In conſequence where. 
of, we need not doubt of ſlaudiug faſ? in th 
Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, | 
without being entangled again in the Toke if 


Bondage. 
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ROMAN S XIV. 419. 


et us therefore follow after the Things 
which make for Peace. 


this Paſſage, was given by the grow- 
ing Differences, aud thoſe Unchriſtian 
eats and Diviſions, which had been raiſed 
d Artfully kept up amongſt the 7ewiſh and 
eCentileBelievers,torching theObſer vation 


— — EY - 
ue = ts 
—"£ *-——_ 

. * 


. 
W 2 


— —ů— —— — * — — — 
— — 1 my = = _ x 
LL nh oe 


H E great Occaſion which introduced 


* 


— 
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of ſome Legal Rites and Inſtirutions. And 
how ſeaſonable and proper it is to exhort this 
Audience in the ſame pathetick Words, the 
many cauſeleſs Animoſities and unwarranta. 
ble Party-Quarrels, which have been raifed, 
and are daily fomented with equal Artificeand 
Succeſs throughout this Nation, will abun. 

ſatisfy every ſerious and unprejudic'd 
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dantly 
Fernon. - 
No Evils of this Nature have indeed hap- 
pen'd in our Days, but what Human Paſſions 
and the Nature of Things give us Reaſon to 
think common to all Societies of Men in every 
Age. But if the Beginning of Strife be jult 
ly compared, by * Solomon, to the letting ou 
of Water; what can we reaſonably expel 
from the Continuance and Progreſs of Hatred, 
Varience, and bitter Envyings amongſt Out 
ſelves, but Confuſion, Miſery, and every E 
vil Work. To prevent which fatal threatniq 
Miſchiefs, naturally flow ing from ſuch fruit 
ful Springs, no Methods ſeem more juſt and 
reaſonable, than endeavouring to ſtifle allo 
angry Reſentments in the Birth, and /eaves} 
Contention before it be meddled with. Fi 
fle deavour which will doubtleſs, and ii 
deed can » be ſupported by a ſteady a 
conſcientious Regard to the Apoſtle's Advice 
when directing t he Chriſtians at Rome, l 
whom he wrote this Epiſtle, 70 follow of! 
the Things which make for Peace. Whid 
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Benefit of future Ages, and equally applica- 
ble to all Chriſtlans as Members of Society, 
will be beſt explain'd, and moſt properly en- 
. upon at preſent in the following Me- 
—_—_ * 


Firſt, By ſhewing what are the ſeveral 
Things, which, 2ffo/low'd after, will ſure- 
ly make for the Publick Peace and our Com- 


ons mon Intereſt. 

no Sccondly, By lay ing before you the Argu- 
very ments which recommend and enforce the fol- 
juſt. ing after theſe Important Things. And, 
rot. Thirdly, By applying theſe general Con- 
ped ſiderations in fuch a Manner, as may render 
cred che Whole of greater Uſe and Benefit ro Our 


ſelyes. 


* Firſt then, I begin with ſhewing what are 
5 3 — . 5 
fut be ſeveral Things, which, F follow'd after, 


vill ſecurely make for the Publick Peace and 
ur Common Intereft. Of theſe I might men- 
jon great Variety: All of them very con- 


luding ; all very ſuitable and proper to my 
nd i reſent Purpoſe. But the better to avoid be- 
1 f thought redious, I intend to confine my 
dvio elf to theſe following. 
ze, be firſt which I ſhall take Notice of, up- 


nd Reverence for the Perſon and Adminiſtra- 
on of the Prince, under whoſe Government 
F< live and are protected as Subjects, Accord- 
* ing 


Words, being deſign'd by St. Paul for the 


nthis Occaſion, is the preſerving a due Eſteem 
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62 A Sermon Preach'd at the 

ing to the ſtanding Laws of our Country, Fo 
nothing tends more directly to ſow Diviſion, 
and undermine the Peace and Happineſs of 
any Nation, whatſoever, than the Want of 
proper reverential Eſteem for the Wiſdom of 


the Prince, and a reaſonable Truſt and Conf: | 7 
dence in the Integrity and Juſtice of all ſuch b 
Perſons, as ſhall be, at any Time, put in Au. RN 
thority under him. 5 m 
If Once the Subjects of any Government WE... 
throw off ſuch a reaſonable Eſteem and Con Ny. 
fidence; what Preſervative can poſſibly re. th 
main Afterwards, ſufficient to guard the De. 
ſigns and Actions of the Prince from the worlt g. 
Conſtructions, or prevent the Enemies of the; all 
State making thoſe Ill Impreſſions upon the ter 
Minds of the Ignorant and Unwary, which eſs 


will naturally corrupt their Principles, and 
alienate their Affections; and conſequently, 
give Seditions Spirits both Opportunity and 

Power to diſtrub the Adminiſtration, and lil 
ſuch anumerous Party, in Support oftheir oui 
Reſentments and Ambition, as may eaſily be 
prevailed upon to proceed from one Degree 
of Jealouſy and Diſaffection to another, til 
(at laſt) they appear in Arms, and, even rail 
a Civil- War in the Bowels of their Country. 
As, in every Kingdom, the Affections 0 
the People are the greateſt Strength and d 
curity of the Prince; ſo, the Confidenc 
which Theſe repoſe in ſuch Perſons as are en 
ploy'd by him, ought in Reaſon to be look! 
upon, as the proper Meaſure of their Eficel 


ant 


o* 


and Reverence for himſelf. All malicious Cen- 


or Miniſtry, muſt neceſſarily be allowed to end 
min the Diſhonour of the Prince; and at the 
o fame time become dangerous and prejudical to 
ag the Publick Peace; becauſe generally, if not 
„always, diſguiſed and ſpread among the Peo- 
"ht ple, under loud Declarations of Affection for 
cn i che Perſon and Intereſt of the Prince Himſelf. 


By which treacherous Behaviour his Govern- 
ment is weaken'd, and his Subjects led in- 


whilſt he Charitably thought himſelf ſecure o 
their Duty and Allegiance. 1 


Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms is, the avoiding 
tegen fuch Meaſures as tend to ſupport the In- 
. tereſt and ambitious Views of factious, reſt- 
bi 


ndnd Society there are many weak and credu- 

ati ous Perſons, and an equal, if not a greater, 
' amber reſtleſs in their Nature and in their 
d Conduct ſubtil and deſigning. The former 

ore, in our Saviour's Language, ſent out, and 
ye onſequently muſt live as Sheep amongſt 

81 olyes; and few of them are able, at all 

5 

n rail xerpents, and Harmleſs as Doves. Since there- 

try ore, they are unavoidably plac'd in the 

05 iat of fo many and great Dangers, and for 
nd at of true Judgment and Reſolution in 


ll the various Occurences of Life, muſt con- 
antly be expoſed to the Craft and Treache- 
EE ela aka ce ee ry 
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ſures and Aſperſions therefore caſt upon a 


to Murmurings, and often into Rebellion, 


ASecond Thing conducive to the Peaceand 


els, and defigning Men. In every Nation 


Limes, to follow his Advice of being Wiſe as 
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they be Artfully led into ſuch Counſels and 


a _ b ” 
2 3 * * 
ey. hy . es 5 


ceit and Violence purſue, who daily turn Re. 
on; and in Conſequence thereof, be carry'd 


to thoſe fatal Extremes, to which, at their 
firſt ſetting out, they thought it morally im. 


5 Upon the Danger, and Evil Conſequences 
flects feriouſly, may eaſily ſee what proper 


loy al Schemes, under ſpecious Pretences of 


4 4 * 


/ 


ry of ſuch Perſons as are practis'd in all the 
Arts of Subtilty and Deluſion ; it becomes 
them to be more eſpecially thoughtful and 
cautious, leſt by a miſplaced Charity in {y. 
ſpecting no Evil where None viſibly appears, 
Meaſures, as thoſe preſumptuous Sons of De. 
ligion into Rebellion and Faith into Fadi. 


on by leiſurely Steps and inſenſible Degrees 


poſſible for them ever to arrive. 


of ſuch a miſtaken Conduct, whoſoever te. 


Inſtruments Men of honeſt Intentions and 
little Experience in the World are, for fact. Wh” 
ous and deſigning Men of greater Craft and the 
Subtlety to work with in all Caſes: And ben 
how very cautious all Perſons; whoſe Deſigns . 
are Juſt and Upright, ought to ſhew them. Lie 


ſelves, leſt they happen to be blinded by falle 
Suggeſtions, and then practis'd upon by {uci 
as labour to deceive the Unthinking into Di 


ſerving their Country, and reforming public 
Grievances. Very applicable therefore, i 
rhe preſent Caſe, is that Advice of Solonoi 
* Let thine Eyes look right on, and thine EYf 
Lids look ſtraight before thee. Ponder 10 
to. iv. 25, 6 27. 


Pall 


— 
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Path of thy Feet ; 7 ſhall all thy Ways be 


efabliſh'd. Turn not to the Right-Hand 
17 to the Left; remove thy Foot from Evil. 
Once more, What will further Contribute 


to the Publick Peace and our Common In- 
[tereſt is, the leading a Life of Piety and Re- 
„ blaion according to the Rules of the Goſpel. 
it was the Want of True Piety and Re- 
ligion that hath made Nations and different 
Societies ſo full of Animoſities, Strife, and 
Diſſention in all Ages; and, becauſe Diſſimu- 
lation and many other ſuch Inſtances of Ini- 
quity have abounded, therefore Diviſion and 


Farty-Quarrels, Confuſion and every Evil 


Work, have been raiſed and fomented, and 


the Arts of Peace lain too much neglected a- 
mongſt them. ED 


From whence come Wars and Fightings 
among ſt you, ſays the Apoſtle St. James to 


the Chriſtians of his Time? Come they not 


hence, even of your Luſts, which War iu 
your Members? Whereasthe Practice of true 
Piety, and a due Regard to the Precepts of 


Religion, naturally tend to correct Mens 
Paſſions, and mortify all thoſe inordinate 
Luſts, from whenceſuch Wars and Fightings, 
Animoſities and Strife, Originally proceed. 
And, if the Inhabitants of eyery Kingdom, 


if the Members of each Community, wou'd - 


order their whole Converfation according to 
the Rules of the Goſpel ; ſuch a Chriſtian Be- 


haviour wou'd fo far ſoften their Hearts, and 


— — 2; 
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cn 
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enlarge their Affections one towards another, 
that Men of the moſt differing Parties, 
wou'd all agree (at leaſt) in governing them. 
ſelves by that Equitable Rule, of doing in all 
Cafes to each other, as they, iu their reſpe. 
Eve Stations, may reaſonably deſire to be 
rreated. And, under ſuch a flouriſhing State 
of Vertue, when the Divine Laws and Pre. 
cepts of the Goſpel are thus carefully obſer. 
ved; doubtleſs, the Work of Righteouſneſs 
will be Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Quiet and Aſurance,to every ſuch Re. 
ligious Society. 7 | 
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Religion will make Perſons, tho' not alto- 
_ gether of one Mind and Judgment, yet ſo 
much of one and the ſame Temper, as not 
eaſily to become fierce, proyoking, or inju- 
rious to each other; and true Piety will teach 
them to be quiet and peaceable, and to mind 
their own . Buſineſs, without concen- 
ing themſelves in any of thoſe bitter Envy- 
ings, or uncharitable Cenſures, which can 
be of no other Uſe but to widen the Publick 
Differences, and diſturb and overthrow the 
moſt happy National Repoſe. Having thus 
endeavour'd to make you ſenſible what are 
the ſeveral Things, which, f follow'd after, 
will ſurely make for the Publick Peace and 
our Common Intereſt; my next Buſineſsisto 
lay before 'vou, under my, 7-17 
Second Head, the Arguments which rc 
commend and enforce the following after 
theſe important Things. This Oy 0 
5. f 2 | 01 
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which make for Peace often fly before their 
purſuers; and are ſeldom, or never, attain'd 
to, without ſome Difficulty and Pains. For 
| which Reaſon, St. Paul, in the former Part 
| of this, Epiſtle, preſſes a Purſuit after the 


| Emphaſis : * IF it be poſſible, as much as 
lies in you, live peaceable with all Men. 
| What Concern all Orders and Degrees of 
Men in theſe Kingdoms have to be ſincere 
and vigorous in the Purſuit of ſuch Things, 


the Miſchiefs and Evil Conſequences, which 


they prevail: Or impartially ſurvey the Pre- 
cepts and Injunctions of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion : Or reflect ſeriouſly upon the Nature 
and Obligation of thoſe ſolemn Oaths of Al- 
legiance, by which Perſons of all Conditi- 
ons have bound themſelves to the Powers 
bene. I 

I/. What Miſchiefs and Evil Conſequen- 
ces, Faction and Animoſities, Diſſention and 
arty Rage introduce where they prevail, is 
ardly in the Power of Words to expreſs, or 
be Strength of Imagination to conceive. 


bur, that f Every Kingdom divided againſt 
1 ſelf, is brought to Deſolation; the Miſ- 
hiefs whereof no diſtant Images are ſuffici- 
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* Rom. xii. 18. + Matt. xii. 25. 
ently 


following after, implies that the Things 
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Things which make for Peace with a double 


will evidently appear; whether we conſider 


Faction and Animoſities, Diſſention and Par- 
ty Rage, introduce in every Kingdom, where 


Tis a general Maxim laid down by our Savi- 
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ently ſtrong and moving to repreſent juſtly, 


Who are unhappy enough to ſee and feel the 
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2h Nation, in Conſequence of their Ciyil 


| Reaſon to believe that the Hiſtory of thele 
Occurrences, no leſs than That of other 


_ was. purpoſely written for the Admonition 
and Benefit of future Ages; doubtleſs every 


ſame Effects. If therefore, any Nation or Sc 


and de vour one another; they muſt un ayoidad 
ly bedevouredone of another; or, which is 
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and, can fully be underſtood by thoſe only, 


Confuſion and Miſery, which naturally fol. 
low ſuch fatal Deſolation. 

What Perſon, not wholly loſt to Hum. 
nity and Tenderneſs, can, without the great. 
eſt Pity and Aſtoniſhment, refle& upon the 
Miſery and Sufferings which befel the Jew. 


Diſſention and Inteſtine Fewds ? Suffering 
much greater than Poſterity can form any jul 
Notions of; and ſuch Miſery, ſays Foſephur, 
as far exceeded all the Evils and Calamitus 
which Mankind knew before. And ſince, 
according to the Apoſtle, we have good 


Things which befel that Unhappy People 


other Nation ought to be inſtructed by thel 
Events, and learn Wiſdom at the Expenced 
ſuch melancholy but uſeful Examples. The 
{ame Cauſes will always, in the Natural Cour 
and Connexion of Things, produce the ve! 


ciety of Men will make it their Buſineſs t0 bit 


qually miſchievous, be ſooner or later 4. 
ed of the common Enemy. "2 


1 


* 
— 
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* Rom. xv. 4. 
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Whar pernicious Influence, Diviſion an d 
Party-Quarrels have already had, upon the 
Quiet and Happinels of theſe Kingdoms, ve- 
ry few, if any Perſons here preſent, need to 
| be inform'd. What further Miſchiefs ſuch 
Meaſures may bring upon them, if the Inha- 
bitants thereof continue to neglect he Things 
belonging to their Peace, God only knows. 
However, 'tis eaſy to foreſee, without the 


vii. .. 

ng Spirit of Propheſy, ſuch fatal Conſequences 
jul pe. Envy, Diſcord and Faction, where- 
mm ho theſe happen to prevail, as may reaſon- 


ably oblige all the People of this Land in their 
reſpective Stations, 70 let all Bitterneſs and 


Wrath, and Clamour and Evil Speaking, be 
chert al from them, with all Malice; and 
ther make it their only conſtant Emulation, who 
ple ſhall moſt ſincerely endeavour 70 keep the U. 
«ron % H the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. As 
ven will further appear, 8 i 
hel 249, If weimpartially ſurvey the Precepts 
Wn and Injunctions of the Chriſtian Religion. 
Tr 27 tlieſe, like the Example and Actions of 


the Holy Jefas their Author, were inſtitu- 
ted on purpoſe to ſuppreſs all Malice, Wrath, 
Sedition and Revenge; and, according to 
That Prediction of the Heavenly Choir at his 
Nativity, o ſettle Peace upon Earth, and 
Lood-will among ft Men. 
The Laws of Chriſtianity confine all Or- 
lers and Conditions of Men, in a quiet and 
___Mgcccable Way, ro the proper Buſineſs of 
hoſe Places and Stations, to which the Di- 
K vine 


d oult 
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vine Providence hath been pleaſed to appoint 
them; and expreſſly aſſign to the Higher 
Powers ſuch a Degree of Fear, and Honour, 
and Reverence from their Subjects, as ought, 
by the common Rules of Juſtice and Reaſon, 
ro be ſufficient at all Times to guard the 


Perſon, Authority, and Adminiſtration of | 


Princes, from all Seditious Practices and ille- 
gal Deſigns. And, the better to ſupport theſe 
Higher Powers in the Diſcharge of that Im- 


| portant Truſt which the Almighty hath com- 


mitted to them, from the Riotous Aſſemb- 
lies of the Ignorant, and the Uncharitable 


Cenſures of the more Wiſe and Knowing, in 


Publick Matters; the Precepts of the Goſpel 
have declared all Government, by its Origi- 
nal Inſtitution, to be the Ordinance of God, 
and appointed that all ſuch Perſons who e- 
fiſt the Powers in being, ſhall receive t0 
themſetves Damnation. POT 
Io follow after the Things which make for 
the Publick Peace, is an Inſtance of Loyalty 
enjoin'd by the Doctrines of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and Obedience to Governors ( as was hin- 
ted before) f in all lawful Caſes, as much a 
Subjet's Duty and the neceſſary Means of 
Salvation, as any particular Grace or Vertue 
which the Goſpel any where preſcribes 
Wherefore Men of every Rank and Condi: 
tion cannot (if they will act ſuitably to the 
Laws and Precepts of Chriſtianity) but think 
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——_ _ 


— 


Nom. Xili. 2. Sermon the 1ſt, Page 14. 


them- 
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themſelves oblig'd to live quiet and peaceable 
Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. For, 
| Peace was the dying Legacy of our dear Re- 
| deemer to his Diſciples whoſe Goſpel is the 
Word of Reconciliation: And 1o, as the 
| Apoſtle argues, zs the Will of God, that 
ſome perſons ſhould bear Rule in every King- 
dom whilſt others live in Subjection + for 
the Lord's fake; whether it be to the King 
; as Supreme, or unto Governors, as unto 
| them that are put in Authority by him. The 
Reaſonableneſs of which Subjection, with 
rreſpect to the People of this Nation, will e- 
0 vidently appear, 125 5 
3440, If we reflect ſeriouſſy upon the Na- 
cl W ture and Obligations of thoſe ſolemn Oaths 
i- W of Allegiance, by which Perſons of all Con- 
4, ditions have bound themſelves to the Powers 
e- in being. That Oaths of Allegiance have 
been too much neglected heretofore by 
Perſons of every Degree and Station, the ma- 
ny undutiful Attempts made againſt the Go- 
vernment, as Opportunities offer'd, ſuffici- 
ently evidence. But they have, I am ſen- 
ſible, been thought the ſeſs binding in the 
preſent Reign, partly from thoſe flattering 
Indulgencies which ſome deſigning Men have 
pretended ſufficient Power to diſpenſe; and 
partly from the Influence and Ill Examples 
of ſuch Perſons, who, if we may judge of 
che their Thoughts by their Behaviour, appear 
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to take Theſe, rather to ſerve their own In. 
tereſt, or to cover ſome ill Deſigns againſt the 
Government, than with any View or lnten- 
tion to give proper Aſſurances of Fidelity and 
Allegiance to the Powers in being. 
But, all ſuch Perſons who either Voluutati. 

ly offer themſelves, or are lawfully called, 

to take an Oath in any Caſe whatſoever, ought 

to conſider that direct and ſolemn Appel 
which is always made in every ſuch Oath to 
Almighty God the Searcher of all Hearts; at 
Once, to judge of the Truth and Uprightneß 
of their Intentions, and to aſſiſt, or diſap. 
point them in all their future Undertaking {« 
as they ſnhall perform or neglect the reſpectiye t 
Oath adminiſtred to them. It was Solα m, ti 
Advice to Subjects in general, 70 keep the 1c 


King's Commandment in regard to the Oat ic 
of the Lord. And, a greater than Sol- ic 
even the Almighty himſelf hath expreſly de a 


Clared, that no Perſon whatſoever + a B 
held Guiltleſs that taketh the Name of C tl 


LD WT 
Every Subject indeed is, ſtrictly ſpeaking 


at Liberty to take or refuſe the ſeveral Oatigſ b. 

_ tendered to him by the Government he live d 
under, as his Conſcience upon mature ail 

ſerious Deliberation ſhall direct him: And fi 

with what Honeſty and Truth every Oatho th 

that, or any other Nature is taken muſt i BB 

left to every Man's Conſcience in the Sign m 
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n. of God; from whom no Intentions or Defires 
be can poſſibly be concealed. But, when any 
n. Man hath given ſuch a ſtrong and ſacred Pledge 
nd of his Allegiance to the Higher Powers; no 5 
other Power upon Earth can abſolve him from, | 
or diſpenſe with this ſtrict Obligation, whilſt 
nothing is requir'd of him, by Virtue of this 
Obligation, inconſiſtent with the Commands 
of God, or contrary to the ſtanding Laws of 
his Country. A Thing which 1 9 
with all thoſe Perſons wou'd ſeriouſly conſi- 
der, who lately gave the like Aſſurances of 
Honour, Reverence, and Submiſſion to the pre- 
ſent Government; and yet afterwards us'd 
their utmoſt Endeavours to betray and over- 
turn that very Government, which they had 
ſolemnly ſworn to defend againſt that Toda 
lon and ſuch Undutiful Deſigns, as they them- 
ſelves took all Opportunities to ſupport and 
accompliſh, in Breach of their Duty to the 
Beſt of Princes, and to ſerve and carry on 
the very Worſt of Cauſes. 1 
Having thus given an Account of my Text 
as recommending a Common Duty, and laid 
before you the Arguments enforcing the Pra- 
ive tice of it; 1 ſhall proceed, under my 

Third Head, to apply theſe general Con- 
ſiderations in ſuch a Manner, as may render 
the Whole of greater Uſe and Benefit to Our 
ſelves. You have heard what Meaſures will 
molt effectually promote our Publick Peace, 
and what, ſtrict Obligations we are All under 
to purſue theſe reaſonable Meaſures. ering | 

| there- 
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therefore you know theſe things, how can any 
Perſon of Reaſon and Thought amongſt us 
anſwer it, either to Almighty God or his own 
Conſcience, if he neglects to ſtand correg: 
ed in his Errors by theſe ſeaſonable Admo. 
nitions; and does not thereupon ſhew him. 
ſelf ſo fully convinced of the Truth of wha | 
hath been delivered, as to uſe his utmoſt Di. 
ligence to follow our Saviour's Advice by 
having Salt, that is, Spiritual Wiſdom in 
Himſelf, and Peace with his Fellow Subjects.“ 
When the preſent Scituation of Affairs A. 
broad promiſes ſuch a ſpeedy and laſting 
Peace amongſt all the Powers of Europe to 
the Advantage and Happineſs of theſe King- 
doms, ( if preventing the Effuſion of Br: 
tiſh Blood, and ſecuring our Trade be any 
Advantage and Happineſs) what other Con- 
tention will become all true Lovers of their 
Country, than Only who ſhall ſhew the grea- 
teſt Zeal in cultivating the Arts of Peace and 
Good Neighbourhood, and ſtrive molt Ear. 
neſtly to allay that Storm of Popular Fury 
and Diſcontent, amidſt which the Common. 
wealth, like ſome diſtreſs'd Veſſel in a deep 
and hollow Sea, hath been long toſs'd and 
driven Uncertainly. * 
By this Time, after ſo many fruitleſs En- 
deavours, One might reaſonably expect that 
even ſuch Perſons as delight moſt to fiſh in 
troubled Waters, and have labour'd more a. 


« it. th. 3 — 
—— _ ac he mad 


* Mark ix, 50, 


bundantly 
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5 W bundantly ro weaken the Adminiſtration and 
n W undermine the Government, ſhould, after 
t. {ach various Attempts to 1o little Purpoſe, 
). become ſick of their Folly ; and be ſo tired 
n. and diſcouraged by their unprofitableSchemes, 
as to be deſirous of fitting down quietly e- 
very one under his own Vine and Fig- tree; 
and even glad to reconcile themſelves at laſt 
to a merciful Prince and their injured Fel- 
low- Subjects, by laying aſide all Envy and 
Uncharitableneſs, Revenge and Prejudice, 
and uniting, like true Churchmen and good 
Chriſtians, to promote Peace and Brotherly- 
Love without Diſſimulation. „ 
We live under the Protection and Govern- 
ment of a Prince who deſires to reignin the 
Affections of his Subjects, and to rule a wil- 
ling People; and hath taken the propereſt 
Method to ſecure the utmoſt Love and Ho- 
nour from all reaſonable Men, by ſhewing in 
every Step of his wiſe and gracious Conduct, 


2 


ury chat he hath no private Views or Intereſt to 
on- N carry on ſeparate from the general Good and 
eep {WHappineſs of the Nation; in providing for 
and ¶ Which he employsall his Thoughts, his Time, 


and his Endeavours. And, the better to prove 
En. bis Inclination and Readineſs to do good to 


does not only lay out himſelf thus graciouſly 
ior the Benefit of his own Subjects; but hath 
extended his Thoughts and Concern, in a. 
lingular Manner to the diſtreſs'd Proteſtants 
pa the Palatinate. Sweden hath ewe 

ca- 


Mankind, as he meets with Opportunity, he _ 
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ſeaſonably felt the cheering Influences of his 
Protection and Friendſhip: And what the 
Empire owes to the Power of his Counſel 
and Arms, a little Time will produce yery 
ample Teſtimony. 
| Theſe are Inſtances of a Godlike Dilpoſj- 
tion and Royal Charity indeed. And ſuch 
Compaſſion and Favour to diſtant Sufferers, 
may abundantly, ſuffice to give us a ſure De- 
pendance upon the Truth of his Majeſty's 
Declaration from the Throne, that the Safe. 
ty and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms to which 
we belong ſhall be the principal Care if 
his Life. Eſpecially when we conſider, that 
in order to make his unweary*'d Care and En. 
deavours the more effectual to this Purpoſe, 
he hath wiſely made Choice of an honelt and 
faithful Miniſtry, whom their very Enemies 
themſelves, if they regard Truth or theit 
Own Character, muſt acknowledge to be in 
all Reſpects well qualify'd for their reſpective 
Truſts and Employments. And if thok 
Advantages ſhou'd not always be procuredto 
the Nation, by their Counſels and Endes 
yours, which we may reaſonably wiſh for, 
and the State and Circumſtances of Affait 
Occaſionally require; Theſe every unpreji. 
dic'd Perſon, will upon Enquiry find to 
have been interrupted by, and ought in Rez 
ſon to be charg'd in Account to Nothing (0 
much as to, our Civil Diſſentions and our it 
teſtine Fewds. 


Sure! 
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Surely then, no Perſon. or Body of Men, 
unleſs ſuch as are abandon'd to Vice and Miſ- 
chief, can be influenced by any Motives to 
treat ſuch a Sovereign undutifully: And may 
we not conclude it contrary to the Rules of 
Equity and Juſtice, to ſpread malicious Cen- 
ſures, evil 1 N and groundleſs Fears, 
_ the People, againſt thoſe who are 
intruſted with the Publick Adminiſtration, 
meerly becauſe all Things ſucceed not accor- 
ding to our Wiſhes? When None of the wi- 
ſeſt and moſt knowing Men amongſt theſe 
preſumptuous and Self-willd Deſpiſers of 
overnment, have proper Opportunities of 
iewing the Springs, or entering into the 
Reaſon and Foundation of Publick Counſels: 
and if they had, and were honeſt and im- 
partial, wou'd doubtleſs, be only the more 
ſenſibly convinced of the Wiſdom and Ju- 
ice by which theſe are all directed; and 
pon a due Reflection be forced to acknow- 
edge that (by their going on to vilify and 
deak evil of thoſe in Authority without 


oh ruth or Reaſon) what the Prophet charges 
for, raet with, upon another Occaſion, will be 


idly verify'd in their own fooliſh and un- 
utiful Conduct; * Oh Iſrael, thou haſt de- 
V thy ſelf. 8 33 
Our ſinful Luſts and Appetites are the chief 
arents of Faction and Diſcord, which Re- 
ion alone hath ſufficient Power to correct, 


— ur 


— — 
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* Hol. xiii. 9. | 
L and 


vent the Succels of Publick Meaſures, as the 


Thought and Diligence eaſily ſurmount. Does 


by ſhewing themſelves bright Examples of 


within the Reach arid Influence of ſuch Ex 
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and bring into Subjection to the Rules of 
the Goſpel; and theſe Enemies to Ordet and 
Peace, if artfully manag'd by reſtleſs and de. 
ſigning Spirits, will always( more or lels) ob. 
ſtruct the moſt regular Adminiſtration ; and 
throw ſuch Difficulties in the Way to pre. | 


wiſeſt Counſels can't foreſee, nor the utmoſt 


it not therefore become all true Lovers of 
Peace, eſpecially thoſe of Power and Influ- 
ence inthe World, to recommend and encou- 
rage the conſtant Practice of Vertue, and do 
their utmoſt to prevent all Decay of Publick 
Strength andProſperity,together with all thoſe 
Murmurings and Complaints which are more 
than whiſper'd in every Corner of our Streets; | 


perfect Sincerity and undiſſembled Vertue: 
And thereby endeavouring to put all others, 


amples, upon fearing God and keeping his ; 
 Commandinents; which Solomon, whom the Bi U 
Scripture mentions as the greateſt Prince and Wl ſu 
the wiſeſt Man, declares to be the proper * th 
Duty and Buſjmeſs of all Men living dc. 7 
cording to their Knowledge and Power. an 
Wiſe Counſels, ſupported by numero de 
Fleets and Armies, are indeed a good Bulwa i an 


and Defence to a Nation againſt Foreign 
Powers: But, unleſs Religion ſubdue thoſe 


— 


Feclef x1, 13 


Paſſions 


paſſions, and bring thoſe unruly Luſts into 
Subjection, from whence all Malice, Diſcord, 
and bitter Envyings proceed, Human Strength 
| alone will avail little for the preſerving the 
| common Peace and Happineſs ofany People, 


> | whilſt that Reply of Je hu to King F Dram is | | 
0 juſtly applicable to them; f har Peace {6 
: = long as the Whoredoms of thy Mother Jeze- 
: | 


bel and ber Witchcrafts are ſo many? 
We have all the proper Materials for Safe- 
ty and Happineſs in our Hands; and no Po-]. 
er upon Earth can interrupt, much leſs de- 
ſtroy, theſe valuable Enjoy ments, unleſs we 
Ourſelves, like the infatuated Fews, contri- 
bute to our own Ruin by our Sins and Divi- 
ſions. Many a Time did that Obſtinate Peo- 
ple provoke the Holy One of Iſrael to Anger, 
and were frequently ſpared when they deſer- 
| ved Puniſhment: But, when neither Mer-. 
cies nor Judgments would produce in them 
worthy Fruits of Conſideration and Penitence; 


tions and Counſels, and ſent them ſtrong De- 


* luſion. By which means the | eu and 
rhe Unwary were blindly led away by the more 


ſubtle and deſigning Men amongſt them; till 
the whole City of Feruſalem, according to 
Joſephus, was divided in ſuch Variety of Secs 
| and Parties, that their Deſtruction was Evi- 
dently more owing to their Own Impiety 
and Civil Diſcord, than to the Policy or Force 


2 Kings ix. 22. 
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Pe 


he gave them up to their own vain Imagina- 
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of the Roman Army. The Conſideration 
whereof made the ſame Hiſtorian thus expreſs 
Himſelf in Pity and Compaſſion to their me- 
lancholy State. Oh miſerable People! What 
have you ſuffered from the Romans compa- 
rable to what you have brought upon your 
ſetves? M hence are you to date your Slave. 
ry but from your own ſeditious Countrymen? 
If therefore this favourite People, to whom 
the Almighty Waited long to be gracious, 


were at laſt in juſt Judgment made the Execu- 


tioners of the Divine Vengeance upon them- 
elves; ſurely that Obſervation recorded by 
a wiſe Heathen, upon the like Occaſion, de- 
ſerves Our Notice; Happy are They whom 
other Men's Misfortunes perſuade to Reaſon 
and Caution, 5 
There is indeed too much Ground to fear, 
that this Nation will never be Entirely tree 
from Men of reſtleſs and diſcontented Spirits, 
who will daily make it their Buſineſs to op- 
_ pole and diſtreſs the Government, whilſt They 
want a Share in the Publick Counſels and Ad- 
miniſtration; and that with Them many 
weak and unthinking People will readily joyn 
to ſupport their Ambitious Views, as the f 
Hundred Men followed Abſalom from Jeru- 
ſalem to Hebron; who went along with the 
Multitude, ſays the Scripture, in the Sin- 
plicity of their Hearts ;* without conſidering 
the Nature, or looking into the Confequen 
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ces of the Meaſures which they were called to 
ſupport. E 
| Brend the unhappy Conduct of ſuch Per- 
ſons who have been Occaſionally led aſtray 
by the Craft and Subtlety of theſe Deceivers, 
We and all Other Perſons, who ſincerely 
deſire the Quiet and Happineſs of their Coun- 
try, may Evidently ſee the Reaſonableneſs 
of f marking all thoſe, according to St. Paul's 
Direction upon the like Occaſion, who ths 
cauſe Diviſion contrary to right Reaſon and 
their Duty; and ought likewiſe to learn, 
from the Conſideration of ' thoſe Miſchiefs 
which attend the following a Party in the 
Purſuit of their own private Views and Inte- 
reſt, to order our whole Converſation aright; 
by ſtudying to be quiet, to mind our proper 


> Buſineſe in our reſpective Stations, and ne- 
ce Per to countenance, or ſo much as liſten 


ts, Prith Pleaſure to any malicious Cenſures, or 
P- Proundleſs Jealouſies againſt thoſe in Authori- 
5 Ey. Re l oh 

\l- W If we ſteadily purſue theſe Meaſures, and 
et in all Caſes according to theſe agreeable 
Rules; Our Jeruſalem will become like a 
ity that is compact together againſt which 
0 Weapon formed ſhall proſper. In every 
ingdom, thus at Unity within it ſelf, Mer- 
and Truth ſhall meet together and Righ- 
onſne/s and Peace ſhall kiſs each other. 
reace ſhall flouriſh within our Walls, and 
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Plent ebm ſue ſ⸗ 8 in every Houſe and Fa. 
mily. And under the Care of the Divine 
Providence, and the Conduct of ſuch an ex- 
cellent Prince as we are at preſent bleſſed 
with, We ſhall proceed ſecurely from Strengt 
to Strength, and from one Degree of Proſpe. 
rity to another; till we arrive to a firm and 
laſting Eſtabliſhment equal to that of Mouyd 
Zion, which the Royal Pſalmiſt . declares 
may not be removed but ſlandeth faſt for e 
ver. Very properly then may I leave the 
Whole upon you in the Apoſtles Words; Le 
4s therefore follow after the Things which 
make for Peace. 1 
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PERMONs publiſh'd by 
the Rev. Doctor SK ERRET. 


5 E great Duty and Happineſs of wait- 
ing for God, in the Way of his Provi- 
eace, conſidered in a Sermon Preached the 
oth of January, 1714, 15. being the Day 
f Thankſgiving, for his Majeſty's happy Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne. V 
A Religious Truſt in God, the beſt Secu- 
ity againſt the Preſent Rebellion; ſet forth 

n a Sermon Preached, November the 6th. 
ing the Sunday before the Battle at Preſton, 
Pie. --.- g 5 

The Duty of ſpeaking Truth, recommend - 
din a Sermon Preached at the Lent-Aſizes 
t Reading in Berkſhire, 1715. 1 
National Bleſſings, proper Motives to natio- 
al Piety, a Sermon Preached before the Right 
onourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
[Itizens of London, in the Cathedral Church of 
t. Paul, une the 7th. 1716, being the 
hankſgiving Day for the Suppreſſion of the 
ate unnatural Rebellion. . 
True Wiſdom explained and recommend- 
ch in a Sermon Preached before the Right 
0nourable the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
rery-Men of the City of London, in the 


_ Pariſh 


fer Week, 1723. 


Pariſh of St. Lawrence Jeuiy, Sept. 29th, 
1716; being the Day appointed for the Elec. 
tion of a Lord Mayor, for the Vear enſuing, | 
A good Magiſtrate a Publick Bleſſing proy. 

ed in a Sermon Preached before the Right 
Honourable the Lord Mayor, and the A]. 
dermen of the City of London, in Guild-Hall f 
Chappel, on Sunday the 28th. of October! 
1716; being the Day appointed for admini- 
tring the Oaths to the Lord Mayer, for the“ 
Year enſuing. F 
The Reſtoration (to Us) ineffectual with. 
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out the late Revolution, proved in a Sermon | 
Preached before the Right Honourable the“ 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Citizens of Lo. 
don, in the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, on] 
the 29h. of May, 1716, being the Anniver- 7 
tary of King Charles the 24's Reſtoration. | 
The Wiſdom and Benefit of Conſideration, Þ * 
fer forth in a Sermon Preached at the dumme. 
Aſſizes, holden at Reading in the County of 
Berks, July the 285%. 1717. 
Alms. giving without Charity Unprofita- 
ble, ſer forth ina Sermon Preached before the 
Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, the 
Court of Aldermen, and the Governors of, 
the ſeveral Hoſpitals of the City of Lond, 
at St. Bridget's Church, on Wedneſday in E 
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